SUBDUING FHEEDOM IN KAJ^Sm^ 




THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE, 

PRESENTED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON TUESDAY, JULY 1, 1866. 




A joualTAi- of proceedings, including sundry 
communications made to and by the Committee, 
r&3 kept, a copy of which is herewith submitted. 
The testimony also is herewith subinitted ; a copy 
of it has been made and arranged, not according 
to the order in which it was taken, but so as to 
present, as clearly as possible, a consecutive his- 
tory of events in the Territory, from its organiza- 

: tion to the 19th day of March, A, D., 1856, 

Your Committee deem it their duty to state, as 
briefly as possible, the principal facta proven be- 
fore them. When the act to organize the Terri- 
tory of Kansas was passed on day of May, 

1854, the greater portion of its eastern border was 
included in Indian reservations not open for set- 
tlement, and there were but few white settlers in 
any portion of the Territory. Its Indian popula- 
tion was rapidly decreasing, while many emigrants 
from different parts of our country were anxiously 

I waiting the extinction oi the Indian title, and the 
establishment of a Territorial Government, to seek 
new homes in its fertile prairies. It cannot be 
doubted that if its condition as a free Territory 
had been left undisturbed by Congress, its settle- 

* Bient would have been rapid, peaceful and pros- 
perous. Its climate, soil, and its easy access to the 
older settlements would have made it the favored 
course for the tide of emigration constantly flow- 
ing to the West, and, by this time, it would have 
been adruitted into the Union as a Free State, 
irithout the least sectional excitement. If so or- 
gtnized, none but the kindest feeling could have 
existed between it and the adjoining State, Their 



mutual intereets and intercourse, instead of, as 
now, endangering the harmony of tho Union, 
would have strengthened the ties of n&Uoiud 
brotherhood. The testimony clearly shows, ihat 
before the proposition to repeal tho Missouri Com- 
promise was introduced into Congress, the people 
of Western Missouri appeared indififerent to the 
prohibition of S avery in the Territory, and neither 
asked nor desired its repeal. 

When, howeve?, the prohibition wfes removed 
by the action of Congress, the aspect of affairs 
em i rely changed. The whole country was agita- 
ted by the reopening of a controversy which con- 
servative men in different sections hoped had been 
settled in every Btate and Territory by some law 
beyond the danger of repeal. The excitement 
which has always accompanied the diseuKsion of 
the Slavery question was greatly increased by the 
hope ot the one band of extending Slavery into a 
region i'om which it bad been excluded by law ; 
and on tc other by a sense of wrong done by 
what waj regarded as a dishonor of a national 
compact. This excitement was naturally transfer- 
red into the border counties of Missouri and the 
Territory »i8 settlers favoring free or slave institu- 
tions moved into it. A new difficulty soon occur- 
red. Different constructions were put upon the 
organic law. It was contended by the one party 
that the right to hold slaves in the Territory ex- 
isted, and that neither the people nor the Territo- 
rial Legislature could prohibit Slavery — ^that that 
power was alone possessed by the people when 
they were authorized to form a State Government. 



LIFE OF COLONEL FEBHONT-J^<wrJy Heady. 
j An original and authentic Biography of the 
People's Candidate for President is now in course 
')f i|reparatioa, and will be issued- at Tee Tbibdnk 
offlc« early in July. It ■will be condensed into a 
pamphlet of 32 large octavo pages, on good type, 
irith spirited illustrations. 



Prlee per dosen, . . ., 
Prlcft per buudred, . 
Price p«r thousand, . T 



f 0 40 

2 50 
20 00 



HON. CE&BLES 3U%K£E'S SPEECH in the 

Seuate, on Kansas AKaSrs— S2 pages. 

Price per doiea, $ 0 4o 

Price per hu.n.dre<?,, . . . . S 50 
Price per thousiw4, . . . , 20 00 

GOVEENOE SEWABD'S SPEECH on the Immediate 
AdmltsioQ of Kaoiixjs, is now ready — 16 large ocIato pa){es. 

Price per doien, $ 0 20 

Price per hnndred, . , . , 1 28 
Price per thoanand, . . . - . '10 00 

HON. SCHUYLER COLFAX'S SPEECH on the 
" LawB " of Kansu, 10 oet&Tfi pagei, name price u the 
abort. 



Orders enclosing the cash are respectfully eolieited. 

GRISELEY & McELRATH, 

TRrBPNH Ofwce, Nkw Yok& 



It,^rtte.clMteEclcA i!mt the jeinova! of tlifi rcatric-isti stain them wlule there, and to elecjLno 
tioD firtuallj cstablishci Slavery in the Territory, office but those friendly to their views. Troi; 
■ilS™ <cMm Avaa; urg-id' Uy mknlf prominent men in ( gerous society was controlled by men who 
"VV.e8te'^j^.ip,80W'ri, 'who acfsTrelyvai^aged in ihe af • their purpose to extend slavery into the x« 
' ' itory. Every movenient of what- tory at all hazards, al " 




c'ftut'lit.ied*4§*'^e^bli8h free in- 
, iiktel»;fer<gnce with 
ngnta. ~ ^ "^•■^ ** W ^.J 
Within a few days after the organic law passed, 
and as soon as its passage could be known on the 
border, leading citizens of Missouri crossed into 
the Territory, held Squatter meetings and then re - 
turned to their homes. Among their resolutions 
are the following : 

" That we •Bill afford protection to no Abolitionist as a 
eettlcr of this '.Cerrlt oiry." 

" That we recognize the institution of Slavery as already 
ezlBting in this Territory, and advise slaveholders to Intro- 
doce their property as early as possible." 

Similar resolutions were paaaed in various parts 
of the Tei citory, and by meetings in several coun- 
ties of Missouri. Thus the first effect of the repeal 
of the restrictions against slavery was to substitute 
the resolves of squatter meetings, composed almost 
exclusively of citizens of a single State, for the 
deliberate action of Congress, acquiesced in for 
thirty-fivo years. 

This unlawful interference has been continued 
in every important event in the history of the 
Territory ; every election has been controlled not 
by the actual settlers, but by citizens of Missouri, 
and as a consequence every officer in the Territory, 
firom constables to legishtors, except those ap- 
pointed by the President, owe their positions to 
uon-resident voters. None have been elected by 
tbo settlers, and your Committee have been unable 
to find that any political power whatever, however 
unimportant, has been exercised by the people of 
the Territory. 

In October, A. D. 1 854, Gov. A. H. Reeder and 
the other officers appointed by the President, 
arrived in the Territory. Settlers from all parts 
of the country were moving in, in great numbers, 
making their claims and building their cabins. 
About the same time, and before any election was 
or could be held in the Territory, a secret political 
society was formed in the State of Missouri. It 
was known by different names, such as " Social 
Band," "Friends Society," "Blue Lodge," "The 
Sons of the South." Its members were bound 
together by secret oaths, and they had passwords, 
signs, and grips by which they were known to each 
other. Penalties were imposed for violating the 
rules and secrets of the Order. Written minutes 
were kept of the proceedings of the Lodges, and 
the difierent Lodges were connected together by 
an effective organization. It embraced great num- 
bers of the citizens of Missouri, and was extended 
into other Slave States and into the Territory, Its 
avowed purpose was not only to extend slavery 
into Kansas, but also into other territory of the 
United States, and to form a union of all the 
friends of that institution. Its plan of operating 
was to organize and send men to vote at the elec- 
tions in the Territory, to collect money to pay 
their expenses, and if necessary to protect them in 
voting. It also proposed to induce Pro-Slavery 
men to emigrate into the Territory, to aid and 



effective instrumcii.t 
armed vn^^P'ons 



souri, tw^ affairs of Kansas were aiscud8dd,*T,he 
force necessary to control the election was divided " 
into bands, and leaders selected, means were col- 
lected, and signs and badges were agreed upon. 
While ihe great body of the actual settlers of the 
Territory were irelying upon the rights secured to 
them by the organic law, and had foimed no 
organization or combination whatever, even of a 
party character, this conspiracy against their rights 
was gathering strength in a neighboring State, and 
would have been sulficient at their first election to 
have overpowered them, if they had been united 
to a man. 

Your Committee had great difiBculty in eliciting 
the proof of the details in regard to this secret 
society. One witness, member of the Legislative 
Council, refused to answer questions in reference 
to it. Another declined to answer fully, because 
to do so would result to his injury. Others could 
or would only answer as to the general purposes 
of the Society, but sufficient is disclosed in the 
testimony to show the influence it had in controll- 
ing the elections in the Territory. 

The first election was for a Delegate to Congress, 
It was appointed for the 29th of November, 1854. 
The Governor divided the Territory Into 17 Elec- 
tion Districts; appointed Judges, and prescribed 
proper rules for the election. In the 1st, Illd, 
Vlllth, IXth, Xth, Xllth, Xlllth, and XVIlth 
Districts there appears to have been but little if 
any fraudulent voting. 

The election in the Ild District was held at the 
village of Douglas, nearly 50 miles from the Mis- 
souri line. On the day before the election large 
companies of men came into the district in wagons 
and on horseback, and declared that they were 
from the State of Missouri, and were going to 
Douglas to vote. On the morning of the election 
they gathered around the house where the election 
was to be held. Two of the Judges appointed by 
the Governor did not appear, and other Judges 
were elected by the crowd. All then voted. In 
order to make a pretense of right to vote, some 
Xjorsons of the company kept a pretended register 
of squatter claims, on which any one could enter 
his name and then assert he had a claim in the 
Territory. A citizen of the district who was him- 
self a candidate for Delegate to Congress was 
told by one of the strangers, that he would be 
abused and probably killed if he challenged avote. 
He was seized by the collar, called a d — d Abo- 
litionist, and was compelled to seek protection in 
the room with the Judges. About the time the 
polls were closed, these strangers mounted their 
horses and got into their wagons and cried out 
" All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A 
number were recognized as residents of Missouri, 
and among them was Samuel H. Woodson, a lead- 
ing lawyer of Independence. Of those whose 
names are on the poll-books, 35 were resident set 
tiers and 226 were non residents. 
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Tha electiou jn the IVth District was held at ] 
Dr. Ohapmon's, over 40 miles from the Missouri ' 
State line. It was a thinly settled region, contain- ; 
ing but 47 voters in February, 1855, when the ' 
census was taken. On the day before the election, i 
from 100 to 150 citizens of Cass and Jackson i 
Counties, Mo., came into this district declaring i 
their purpose to vote, and that they were bound ■ 
to make Kansas a Slave-State, if they did it at the i 
point of the sword. Persons of the party on the i 
way drove each a stake in the ground and called i 
it a claim — and in one case several names were 
put on one stake. The party of strangers camped 
all night near where the election was to be held, 
and in the morning were at the election polls and : 
voted. One of their pa;fty got drunk, and to get i 
rid of Dr. Chapman, a judge of the election, '. 
they sent for him to come' and see a sick man, > 
xind in his absence filled his place with another 
judge, who was not sworn. They did not deny 
or conceal that they were residents of Missouri, 
and many of them were recognized as such by 
■others. They declared that they were bound to 
make Kansas a Slave-State. . They insisted upon 
their right to vote in the Territory if they were 
in it one hour. After the election they again re- 
»turned to the their homes in Missouri, camping 
over night on the way. 

We find upon the poll-books 161 names; of 
these not over 30 resided in the Territory, 131 
were non-residents. 

But few settlers attended the election in the 
Vth District, the District being large and the set- 
tlement scattered. 82 votes were cast ; of these 
between 20 and 30 were settlers, and the residue 
were citizens of Missouri. They passed into the 
Territory by way of the Santa Fe road and by the 
residence of Dr. Westfall, who then lived on the 
western line of Missouri. Some little excitement 
arose at the polls as to the legality of their voting, 
but they did vote for Gen. Whitfield, and said 
they intended to make Kansas a Slave State — and 
that they had claims in the Territory. Judge 
Teazle, judge of the Court in Jackson County, 
Missouri, was present, but did not vote. He said 
he did not intend to vote, but came to see that 
others voted. After the election, the Missourians 
returned they way the came. 

The election in the Vlth District was held at 
Fort Scott, in the southeast part of the Territory 
and near the Missouri line. A party of about obe 
hundred men from Cass and the counties in Mis- 
souri south of it went into the Territory ,travel- 
ing about 45 miles, most! qf* them with their wag- 
ons and tents, and camping'- out. They appeared 
at the place of election. Some attempts were 
made to swear them ; but two of the Judges were 
prevailed upon not to do so^ and none were sworn, 
and as many as chose voted. There were but few 
resident voters at the polls. The settlement was 
sparse — about 25 actual settlers voted out of 105 
votes cast, leaving 80 illegal votes. After the 
voting was over the Missourians went to their 
wagons and commenced leaving for home. 

The most shameless fraud practised upon the 
rights of the settlers at this election was in the 
Yllth District. It is a remote settlement about 
75 miles from the Missouri line, and contained in 



February, A. D., 1S55, three months afterward, 
when the Censas was taken, but 58 voters; and 
yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. 
The election was held at the house of Frey McGee, 
at a place called " 110," But few of the actual 
settlers were present at the polls. A witness who 
formerfy resided in Jackson County, Mo., and was 
well acquainted with the citizens of that county, 
says that he saw a great many wagons and tenta 
at the place of election, and many individuals he 
knew from Jackson County. He was in their 
tents and converged with some of them, and they 
told him they had come with the intention of 
voting. He went to the polls intending to vote 
for Flennekin, and his ticket being of a different 
color from the rest, his vote was challenged by 
Frey McGee, who had been appointed one of the 
Judges, but did not serve. Lemuel Balstone, a 
citizen of Missouri, was acting in his plac«. The 
witness then challenged the vote of a young man 
by the name of Nolan, whom he knew to reside 
in Jackson County. Finally the thing was hushed 
up, as the witness had a good many frienc^a there 
froin that county, and it might lead to a fight if 
he challenged any more votes. Botl voted and 
he then went dc wn to their camp. He there saw 
many of his old |\cquaintances whom he Icnew 
had voted at the election in August previous, in 
Missouri, and who still resided in that States By 
a careful comparison of the poll-lists with the 
census rolls, we find but 12 names on the poU- 
book who were voters when the census was taken 
three months afterwards, and we are satisfied that 
not more than 20 legal votes could have been 
polled at that election. The only residents who 
are known to have voted are named by the wit- 
ness, and are 18 in number — thus leaving 684 
illegal votes cast in a remote district, where the 
settlers within many imles were acquainted with 
each other. 

The total number of white inhabitants in the 
Xlth District in the month of February, A.D. 
1856. including men, women and children, was 
36, of whom 24 were voters — ^yet the poll-lists in 
this District show that 245 votes were cast at this 
election. For reasons stated hereafter in regard 
to the election on the 30th of March, your Com- 
mittee were unable to procure the attendance of 
witnesses from this District. From the records it 
clearly appears that the votes cast could not have 
been by lawful resident voters. The best test in 
the absence of direct proof by which to ascertain 
the number of illegal votes cast, is by a compari- 
son of the census roll with the poll-book — ^by 
which it appears that but 1 resident settlers voted 
and 238 votes were illegally and fraudulently- 
given. 

The election in the XlVth District was held at 
the house of Benjamin Harding, a few miles from 
the town of St. Joseph, Missouri. Before the 
polls were opened, a large number of citizens of 
I Buchanan county, Missouri, and among them 
' many of the lea(Mng citizens of St. Joseph, were 
at the place of votmg, and made a majority of 
I the company present. At the time appointed by 
! the Governor for opening the polls, two of the 
; Judges were not there, and it became the duty of 
I the legal voters present to select other Judges. 
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The Judge who was present suggested the name I caniping 
of Mr. Wftterson as one of the Judges— but the <• ' 

crowd voted down the proposition. Some discus- 
sion then arose as to the right of non-residents to 
Tote for Judges, during which Mr. Bryant was 
nominated and elected bv the crowd. Some one 
nominated Col. John Scott as the other Judge, 
who was then and is now a resident of St. Joseph. 
At that time he was the City Attorney of that 
place, and so continued until this Spring, but he 
claimed that the night before he had come to the 
house of Mr. Bryant, and had engaged boarding 
for a month, and considered himself a resident of 
Kansas on that ground. The Judges appointed 
by the Governor refused to put the nomination of 
Col. Scott to vote, because he was not a resident. 
After some discussion, Judge Leonard, a citizen 
of Missouri, stepped forward and pui the vote 
himself; and Mr. Scott was declared by him as 
elected by the crowd, and served as a Judge of 
Election that day. After the election was over, 
he returned to St. Joseph, and never since has 
resided in the Territory. It is manifest that this 
election of a non-resident lawyer aa a Judge was 
imposed upon the settlers by the citizens of the 
State. When the board of Judges was thus com- 
pleted the voting proceeded, but the effect of the 
rule adopted by the Judges allowed many, if not 
a majority of the non-residents, to vote. They 
claimed that their presence on the ground especi 
ally when they had a claim in the Territory, gave 
them a right to vote — under that construction 
of the law they readily, when required, swore 
they were " residents " and then voted. By this 
evasion, as near as your Committee can ascertain 
from the testimony, as many as 50 illegal votes 
were cast in this District out of 153, the whole 
number polled. 

The election in the XVth District was held at 
Penseman's ou Stranger Creek, a few miles from 
Weston, Missouri. On the day of the election a 
number of citizens of Platte County, but chiefly 
from Weston and Platte City, came in small 
parties, in wagons and on horseback, to the polls. 
Among them were several leading citizens of that 
town, and the names of many of them are given 
by the witnesses. They generally insisted on 
their rigbt to vote, on the ground that every man 
having a claim in the Territory could vote, no 
matter where he lived. All voted who chose. 
No man was challenged or sworn. Some of the 
residents did not vote. The purpose of the stran- 
gers in voting was declared to be to make Kansas 
a Slave State. We find by the poll books that 
806 votes were cast — of them we find but 57 are 
on the census rolls as legal voters in February fol- 
lowing. Your Committee is satisfied from the tes- 
timony that not over 100 of those who had voted 
had any right so to do, leaving at least 206 illegal 
votes cast. 

The election in the XVIth District was held nt 
Leavenworth. It was then a small village of three 
or four houses, located on the Delaware Reserva- 
tion. There were but comparatively few settlers 
then in the district, but the number rapidly increas- 
ed afterward. On the day before and on the day of 
the election, a great many citizens of Platte, Clay 
and Eay counties crossed the river — ^most of them 



in tents and wagons p.bout the town 
like a camp meeting." They were in companies 
or messes of ten to fifteen in each, and numbered 
in all several hundred. They brought their own 
provisions and cooked it themselves, and were 
generally armed. Many of them were known by 
the witnesses, and their names given, and their 
names are found upon the poll-books. Among 
them were several persons of influence where they 
resided in Missouri, who held, or had held, high 
ofiicial positions in that State. They claimed to 
be residents of the Territory, from the fact that 
they were then present, and insisted upon the right 
to vote, and did vote. Their avowed purpose in 
doing so was to make Kansas a Slave State. 
These strangers crowded around the polls, and it 
was with great difficulty that the settlers could get 
to the polls. One resident attempted to get to the 
polls in the afternoon, but was crowded and 
pulled back. He then went outside of the crowd 
and hurrahed for Gen, Whitfield, and some of 
those who did not know him said, " that's a good 
Pro-Slavery man," and lifted him up over their 
heads so that he crawled on their heads and put 
in his vote, A person who saw from the color of 
his ticket that it was not for Gen. Whitfield,, 
cried out, " He is a damned Abolitionist — let him 
down;" and they dropped him. Others were 
passed to the polls in the same way, and others 
crowded up in the best way they could. After 
this mockery of an election was over, the non- 
residents returned to their homes in Missouri. Of 
the 312 votes cast, not over 150 were by legal 
voters. 

The following abstract exhibits the whole 
number of votes at this election for each candi- 
date ; the number of legal and illegal votes cast 
in each district ; and the number of legal voters 
in each district in February following : 
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Thus your Committee find that in tbi« first clec 
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tion in the Territory a very large majority of the 
votes were cast by citizens of the State of Mis- 
souri in violation of the organic law of the Terri- 
tory. Of the legal votes cast Gen. Whitfield 
received a plurality. The settlers took but little 
interest in the election, not one half of them 
voting. This may be accounted for from the fact 
that the settlements were scattered over a great 
extent — that the term of the delegate to b^ elect- 
ed was short — and that the question of Free and 
Slave institutioiis was not generally regarded by 
them as distinctly at issue. Under these circum- 
stances a systematic invasion from an adjoining 
State by which large numbers of illegal votes were 
east in remote and sparse settlements for the 
avowed purpose of extending Slavery into the 
Territory, even though it did not change the 
result of the election, wa.^ a crime of great magni- 
tude. Its immediate effect wcs to further excite 
the people of the Northern States — induce acts 
of retaliation, and exasperate the actual settlers 
against their neighbors in Missouri. 

In January and February A. D. 1855, the 
Governor caused an enumeration to be taken of 
the inhabitants and qualified voters in the Terri- 
tory, an abstract of which is here given. 



ABSTRACT OF CENSUS RETURNS. 
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0. H. Brown . . • 
T. W. Hayes . . . 
E. B. Donaldson 
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Wm. Barbee . . . 
J. R. JlcClure . . 
J. R. McClure . . 
M. F. Conway . . 
M. P. Conway . . 
B. H. Twombly . 
B. H. Twombly . 

H. B. Jolly 

Albert Heed . . . 

H. B. Jolly 

Charles Leib . . . 
Alex. S. Johnson 
B. H. Twombly . 
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On the same day tlic census was completed, the 
Governor issued his I'roclamation for an election 
to be held on the SOt'i of March, A. D. 1855, for 
Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory. It prescribed the boundaries of Districts ; 
the places for polls, the names of Judges ; the 
appointment of members ; and recited the quali- 
fication of voters. If it had been observed, a 
just and fair election would have reflected the 
will of the people of the Territory, Before the 
election, false and inflammatory nimors were 
btiaily circulated among the people of Western 



Missouri. The number and character of the emi- 
gration then passing into the Territory were 
grossly exaggerated and misrepresented. Through 
the active exertions of many of its leading citi- 
zens, aided by the secret societies before referred 
to, the passions and prejudices of the pet pie 0.' 
that State were greatly excited. Several residents 
there have testified to the character of the reports 
circulated among and credited by the people. 
These efforts were successful. By an organ- 
ized movement which extended from Andrew 
County in the North, to Jaspar County in the 
South, and as far eastward as Boone and Cole 
Counties, companies of men were arranged ia 
regular parties and sent into evsry Council Dis- 
trict in tlie Tcrritorj/, and into every Representative 
District but one. The numbers were bo distri- 
buted as to control the election in each District. 
They went to vote and with the avowed dc 
sign of making Kansas a Slave State. They 
were generally armed and equipped, carried with 
them their own provisions and tentSj and bo 
marched into the Territory. The details of this 
invasion, from the maes of the testimony taken 
by our Committee, are so voluminous that we can 
here state but the leading facts elicited. 



1st District — March 30, 1855. — Lawrhnok. 

The company of persons who \ larched into this 
District, collected in Ray, Howaro, Carroll, Boone, 
La FayeCte, Randolph, Saline, end Cass Counties, 
in the State of Missouri. Thiiir expenses were 
paid — those who could not come contributing 
provisions, wagons, &c. Provisions were depo- 
sited for those who were expected to come to 
Lawrence in the house of William Lykins, and 
were distributed among the Missourians after tliey 
arrived there. The evening before and the morn- 
ing of the day of election, about 1,000 men from 
the above counties arrived at Lawrence, and 
camped on a ravine a short distance frdm town, 
near the place of voting. They came in wagons 
— of which there were over one hundred — and on 
horseback, under the command of Col. Samuel 
Young of Boone County, Missouri, and Claiborne 
F. Jackson of Missouri. They were armed with 
guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and had 
tents, music, and flags with them. They brought 
with them two pieces of artillery, loaded with 
musket balls. On their way to Lawrence, some of 
them met Mr. N. B. Blanton, who had been ap- 
pointed one of the Judges of Election by Gov. 
Reeder, and after learning from him that he con- 
sidered it his duty to demand an oath from them 
as to their place of residence, first attempted to 
bribe, and then threatened him vrith hanging, in 
order to induce him to dispense with that oath. 
In consequence of these threats, he did not ap- 
pear at the polls the next morning to act as Judge. 

The evening before the election, while in camp, 
the Missourians were called together at the tent 
of Capt. Claiborne F. Jackson, and speeches were 
made to them by Col. Young and others, calling 
for volunteers to go to other Districts where there 
were not Missourians enough to control the elec- 
tion, and there were more at Lawrence than wero 
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needed there. Many voluuteercd to go, and the 
morning of the election, several companies, from 
150 to 200 men each, went off to Tecurasch, 
Hickory Point, Bloomington, and other places. 
On the morning of the election, the Missourians 
came over to the place of voting from their camp, 
in bodies of one hundred at a time. Mr. Blanton 
not appearing, another Judge was appointed in 
his place — Col. Young claiming that, as the people 
of the Territory had two Judges, it was nothing 
more than right that the Missourians should have 
the other one, to look after their interests ; and 
Robert A. Cummins was elected in Blanton's 
atead, because he considered that every man had 
a right to vote if he had been in the Territory 
but an hour. The Missourians brought their 
tickets with them, but not having enough, they 
had three hundred more printed in Lawrence on 
the evening before and the day of election. 
They had white ribbons in their button-holes to 
distinguish themselves from the settlers. 

When the voting commenced the question for 
the legality of the vote of a Mr. Page was raised. 
Before it waa decided. Col. Samuel Young stepped 
up to the window where the votes were received, 
and said he would settle the matter. The vote of 
Mr. Page was withdrawn, and Col. Young offered to 
vote. He refused to take the oath prescribed by 
the Governor, but swore he was a resident of the 
Territory, upon which his vote was received. He 
told Mr, Abbott, one of the Judges, when asked if 
he intended to make Kansas his future home, that 
it was none of his business ; that if he were a 
resident then, he should ask no more. After his 
vote was received, Col. Young got up in the win- 
dow-sill and announced to the crowd that he had 
been permitted to vote, and they could all come 
up and vote. He told the Judges that there was 
rm use in swearing the others, as they would all 
swear as he had done. After the other Judges 
concluded to receive Ool, Young's vote, Mr. 
Abbott resigned aa Judge of Election, and Mr. 
Benjamin was elected in hia place. 

The polla were so much crowded until late in 
the evening that for a time, when the men had 
voted, they were obliged to get out by being 
hoisted up on the roof of the building where the 
election was being held, and pass out over the 
hoxae. Afterward a passageway through the 
crowd was made, by two lines of men being 
formed, through which the voters could get up to 
the polls. CoL Young asked that the old men be 
allowed to go up firat and vote, as they were 
tired with the travelling, and wanted to get back 
to camp. 

The Missourians sometimes came up to the polla 
in procession two by two, and voted. 

During the day, the Mis30uriaa=; drove off the 
the ground some of the citizens, Mr, Stevens, Mr. 
Bond, and Mr, Willis, They threatened to shoot 
Mr. Bond, and a crowd rushed after him threaten- 
ing him, and aa he ran from them some shots 
were fired at him, as he jumped off the bank of 
the river and made his escape. The citizens of 
the town went over iu a body, late in the after- 
Booa, when the poll had become comparatively 
clear, and voted. 

Before the voting had commenced, the Mis- 



sourians said, if the Judges appointed by the 
Governor did not receive their votes, they would 
choose other Judges. Some of them voted seve- 
ral times, changing their hats and coats, and com. 
ing up to the window again. They said they In- 
tended to vote first, and after they had got through 
then the others could vote. Some of them claimed 
a right to vote under the organic act, from the 
fact that their mere presence in the Territory con- 
stituted them residents, though they were from 
Wisconsin, and had homes in Missouri, Others 
said they had a right to vote, because Kansas be- 
longed to Missouri, and people from the East had 
no right to settle in the Territory and vote there, 
They said they came to the Territory to elect a 
Legislature to suit themselves, as the people of the 
Territory and persons from the East and North 
wanted to elect a Legislature that would not suit 
them. They said they had a right to make Kansas 
a slave State, because the people of the North had 
sent persons out to make it a Free State, Some 
claimed that they had heard that the Emigrant Aid 
Society had sent men out to be at the election, and 
they came to offset their votes ; but the most of 
them made no such claim. Col. Young said he 
wanted the citizens to vote in order to give the 
election some show of fairness. The Missourians 
said there would be no difficulty, if the citizens did 
not interfere with their voting, but they were 
determined to vote— peaceably, if they could, but 
vote any how. They said each one of them was 
prepared for eight rounds without loading, and 
would go the ninth round with the butcher kulfe. 
Some of them said that by voting in the Territory 
they would deprive themselves of the right to vote 
in Missouri for twelve months afterward. 

The Missourians began to leave the afternoon 
of the day of election, though some did not go 
home until the next morning. 

!n many cases when a wagon load had voted, 
they imme'diately started for home. On their waj 
home they said that if Gov. Reeder did not sanc- 
tion the election, they would hang him. 

The citizens of the town of Lawrence, as a gene- 
ral thing, were not armed on the day of election, 
though some had revolvers, but not exposed, as 
were the arms of the Missourians. They kept a 
guard about the town the night after the election, 
in consequence of the threats of the Missourians, 
in order to protect it, . , j j 

The Pro-Slavery men of the District attended 
the nominating Conventions of the Free^State men, 
and voted for and secured the nommationa ot tbe 
men they considered the most obnorioua to the 
Free-State party, in order to cause dissension m 

*^Quite^a^number of settlers came into the District 
before the day of election, and after the census 
was taken. According to the census returns, tuere 
were then in the District 369 legal voters, Ui 
those whose names are on the census returns, in 
are to be found on the poll-books of the SOthoi 
March, 1855, Messrs. Ladd, Babcock f^/J^l 
testify to 55 names on the poU-books of persons 
they knew to have settled in the District after the 
census was taken and before the election, JLum- 
ber of persons came into the Territory "» Marcb, 
before the election, from the Northern and Eastern 
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States, intending to settle, who wer* in Lawrence 
on the day of election. At that time many of them 
had selected no claims and had no fixed place of 
residence. Such were not entitled to vote. Many 
of them became dissatisGcd with the country. 
Others were disappointed at its political condition, 
and in the price and demand for labor, and re- 
turned. Whether any such voted at the election, 
is not clearly shown ; but from the proof, it is pro- 
bable that in the latter part of the day, after the 
great body of the Missourians had voted, some did 
go to the polls. The number was not over 50. 
These voted the Free-State ticket. The whole 
number of names appearing upon the poU-lista is 
1,034. After full examination, we are satisfied 
that not over 232 of these were legal voters, and 
802 were non-resideni; and illegal voters. This 
District is strongly in favor of making Kansas a 
Free State, and tliere is no doubt that the Free- 
State candidates for the Legislature would have 
been elected by large majorities, if none but the 
actual settlers had voted. At the preceding elec- 
tion in November, 1864, where none but legal 
votes were polled, General Whitfield, who received 
the full strength of the Pro-Slavery party, got but 
46 votes. 

IId District — Bloomington. 

On the morning of election, the Judges appoint- 
ed by the Governor appeared and opened the 
polls. Their names were Harrison Burson, Na- 
thouiel Ramsay and Mr. Ellison. The Missourians 
began to come in early on the morning, some 500 
or 600 of them, in wagons and carriages, and on 
horseback, under the lead of Samuel J. Jones, 
then Postmaster of Westport, Missouri, Claiborne 
F. Jackson, and Mr. Steely of Independence, Mo. 
They were armed with double-barreled guns, rifles, 
bowie-knives and pistols, and had flags hoisted. 
They held a sort of informal election, off at one 
ade, at first for Governor of Kansas, and shortly 
afterward announced Thomas Johnson of Shawnee 
Missions elected Governor. The polls had been 
opened but a short time when Mr. Jones marched 
with the crowd up to the window and demanded 
that they should be allowed to vote without swear- 
ing as to their residence. After some noisy and 
threatening talk, Claiborne F. Jackson addressed 
the crowd, saying they had come there to vote, 
that they had a right to vote if they had been 
there but five minutes, and he waa not wilhng to 
go home without voting, which was received with 
cheers. Jackson then called upon them to form 
into little bands of fifteen or twenty, which they 
did, and went to an ox-wagon filled with guns, 
which were distributed among them, and pro- 
ceeded to load some of them on the ground. In 
pursuance of Jack^oit's request, they tied white 
tape or ribbons in their buttonholes, so as to dis- 
tinguish them from the "Abolitionists." They 
again demanded that the Judges should resign, 
and upon their refusing to do so, smashed in the 
window, sash and all, and presented their pistols 
and guns to them, threatening to shoot them. 
Some one on the outside cried out to them not to 
ehoot, as there were Pro-Slavery men in the room 
with the Judges. They then put a pry under the 



corner of the house, which was a log house, and 
Ufted it up a few inches and let it fall again, but 
desisted upon being told there were Pro-Slavery 
men in the house. During this time the crowd 
repeatedly demanded to be allceu to vote with- 
out being sworn, and Mr. Ellison, one of the 
Judges, expressed himself willing, but the other 
two Judges refused; thereupon a body of men, 
headed by "Sheriff Jones," rushed into the Judges' 
room with cocked pistols and drawn bowie-knives 
in their hands, and approached Burson and Ram- 
say. Jones pulled out his watch, and said he 
would give them five minutes to resign in, or die. 
When the five minutes had expired, and the 
Judges did not resign, Jones said he would give 
them another minute and no more. Ellison told 
his associates that if they did not resign, there 
would be one hundred shots fired in the room in 
less than fifteen minutes; and then snatching up 
the ballot-box ran out into the crowd, holding up 
the ballot-box and hurraing foi- Missouri. About 
that time Burson and Ramsey were called out by 
their friends, and not suffered to return. Aa Mr. 
Burson went out, he put the ballot poll-books in 
his pocket, and took them with him ; and as he 
was going out, Jones snatched some papers away 
from him, ai d shortly afterward came out holding 
them up, crying, " hurrah for Missouri." After he 
discovered they were not the poll-books, he took 
a party of men with him and started off to take 
the poll-books from Burson. Mr. Burson saw them 
coming, and he gave the books to Mr. Umbcrger, 
and told him to start off in another direction, so 
as to mislead Jones and his party. Jon(!8 and his. 
party caught Mr. Umberger, took the poU-books 
away from him, and Jones took him up behind 
him on a horse, and carried him back a prisoner. 
After Jones and his party had taken Umberger 
back, they went to the house of Mr. Ramsay and 
took Judge John A. Wakefield prisoner, and car- 
ried him to the place of election, and made him 
get up on a wagon and make them a speech ; after 
which they put a white ribbon in his button-hole 
and let him go. They then chose two new Judges, 
and proceeded with the election. 

They also threatened to kill the judges if they 
did not receive their votes without swearing them, 
or else resign. They said no man should vote 
who would submit to be sworn — that they would 
kill any one who would ofifer to do so — " ehoot 
him," " cut his guts out," &c. They said no man 
should vote this day imless he voted an open 
tickei, and was " all right on the goose," and that 
if they cotild not vote by fair means, they would 
by foul means. They said they had as much right 
to vote, if they had been in the Territory two 
minutes, as if they had been there two years, and 
they would vote. Some of the citizens who were 
about the window, but had not voted when the 
crowd of M^ourians marched up there, npon at- 
tempting to vote, were driven back by the mob, or 
driven off. One of them, Mr. J. M. Macey, was 
asked if he would take the oath, and upon his re- 
plying that he would if the judges required it, he 
was dragged through the crowd away from the 

polls, amid cries of "Kill the d il nigger 

thief," " Cut his throat," " Tear his heart ont," &c. 
After they got him to the outside of tho crowd, 
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they stood around him with cocked revolvers and j. 
drawn bowie-knives, one man putting a knife to 
his heart, so that it touched him, another holding 
a cocked pistol to his ear, while another struck at 
him with a club. The Missourians said they had 
a right to vote if they had been in the Territory 
but five minutes. Some said they had been hired 
to come there and vote, and get a dollar a day, 
and by G — d, they would vote or die there. 

They said the 30th day of March was an impor- 
tant day, as Kansas would be made a slave State 
on that day. They began to leave in the direction 
of Missouri m the afternoon, after they had voted, 
leaving some 30 or 40 around the bouse where the 
election was held, to guard the polls until after the 
election was over. The citizens of the Territory 
were not around, except those who took part in 
the mob, and a large portion of them did not vote ; 
841 votes were polled there that day, of which 
but some 30 were citizens. A protest against the 
election was made to the Governor. The returns 
of the election made to the Governor were lost by 
the Committee of Elections of the Legislature at 
Pawnee. The duplicate returns left in the ballot- 
bojc were taken by F. E. Laley, one of the judges 
elected by the Missourians, and were either lost or 
destroyed in his house, so that your Committee 
have been unable to institute a comparison be 
tween the poll-lista and census returns of this dis- 
trict. The testimony, however, is uniform, that 
not even 80 of those who voted there that day 
were entitled to vote, leaving 811 illegal votes. 
We are satisfied from the testimony that, had the 
actual settlers alone voted, the Free State candi- 
dates would have been elected by a handsome 
majority. 

IIId District — ^Tkcumskh. 

On the 5i8th of March, persons from Clay, Jack- 
son, and Howard Counties, Mo., began to come 
into Tecumseh, in wagons, carriages, and on horse- 
back, armed with guns, bowie-knives, and revolv- 
ers ; and with threats, they encamped close by the 
town, and continued camping until the day of 
election. The night before the election 200 men 
were sent for from the camp of Missourians at 
Lawrence. On the morning of the election, be- 
fore the polls were opened, some 300 or 400 Mis- 
sourians, and others were collected in the yard 
about the bouse of Thomas Stinson, where the 
election was to be held, armed with bowie-knives, 
revolvers and clubs. They said they came 
to vote, and whip the damned Yankees, and would 
vote without being sworn. Some said ihey 
came to have a fight, and wanted one. Col. 
Samuel H. Woodson of Independence, Mo,, was 
in the room of the Judges when they arrived, 
preparing poll-books and tolly-lists, and remained 
there during their attempts to organize. The 
room of the Judges was also filled by many of the 
strangers. The Judges could not agree con- 
cerning the oath to be taken by themselves and 
the oath to be administered to the voters, Mr, Bur- 
gess desiring to administer the oath prescribed by 
the Government and the other two Judges oppos- 
ing it. During this discussion between the 
Judges, which lasted some time, the crowd out- 



side became excited and noisy, threatening ax:d 
cursing Mr. Burgess, the Free State Judge. 
Pers<ins were sent at different times by the crowd 
outside into the room where the Judges were, 
with threatening messages, especially against Mr. 
Burgess, and at last ten minutes were given them 
t;^ organize in, or leave ; and as the time passed, 
persons outside would call out the number of min- 
utes left, with threats agiunst Burgess, if he did 
not agree to organize. At the end of that 
time, the Judges not being able to organize, left 
the room and the crowd proceeded to elect nine 
Judges ar d carry on the election. The Free- 
State men generally left the ground without vot- 
ing, stating that there was no use in their voting 
there. The polls were so crowded during the 
first part of the; day that the citizens could not 
get up to the window to vote. Threats were 
made against the Free-State men. In the after- 
noon the Rev. Mr. Gispatrick was attacked and 
driven off by the mob. A man by some called 
"Texas," made a speech to the crowd, urging 
them to vote and to remain on the ground until 
the polls were closed, for fear the abolitionists 
would come there in the afternoon and overpower 
them, and thus they would lose all their trouble. 

For making an affidavit in a protest against this 
election, setting forth the facts, Mr. Burgess was 
indicted by the Grand Jury for peijury, which in- 
dictment was found more than fifteen months ago, 
and is still pending, Mr. Burgess never having 
been informed who his accuser was, or what was 
the testimony against him. A large majority, 
four to one, of the actual settlers of that district 
were Free State men, and there cannot be the 
least doubt that if none but the actual settlers of 
the district had voted at that election, the Free 
State candidate would have been elected. The 
number of legal votes in the district, according to 
the census-return, was 101. The total number of 
votes cast was 872, and of these but 82 are on the 
returns, and, from testimony and records, we are 
satisfied that hot over 40 legal votes were cast at 
that election. A hoAy of armed Missourians, 
came into the district previous to the elections 
and encamped there. Before the time arrived for 
opening the polls, the Missourians went to another 
than the town appointed for the election ; and 
one of the Judges appointed by the Governor, and 
two chosen by the Missourians, proceeded to 
open the polls and carry on the election. The 
Missourians said none but Pro-Slavery men should 
vote, and threatened to shoot any Free State man 
who should come up to vote. Mr. Mockbee, one 
of the judges elected by the Missourians, had 
a store near the boundary fixed by proclamation 
of the Governor, while he cultivated & farm in 
Missouri, where his family lived, and where his 
legal residence was then and is now. The Mis- 
sourians also held a side-election for Governor, 
of the Territory, voting for Thomas Johnson of 
Shawnee Mission. The Free State men, finding 
the polls under the control of non-residents, re- 
fused to, and did not, vote. They constituted a 
decided majority of the actual settlers. A peti- 
tion signed by a majority of the residents of the 
districts was sent to the Governor. The whole 
number of voters in this district, according to th« 
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ccnsnfe-returns, was i1 ; the number of votes cast 
was 80, of whom but 15 were residents; the num- 
ber of rtsidents whose names are on the census- 
rolls, who did not vote, was 32. 

For some days prior to the election, companies 
of men were organized in Jackson, Cass and Clay 
counties, Mo,, for the purpose of coming to the 
Territory and voting in tliis Yth District. The 
day previoai to the election, some 400 or 500 
Missourians, armed with guns, pistols and knives, 
came in to the Territory and camped, some at 
Bull Creek, and others at Pottawatomie Creek. 
Their camps were about 16 miles apart. On the 
evening before the election. Judge Hamilton of the 
Cass County Court, Mo., came from the Pottawato- 
mie Creek camp to Bull Creek, for 60 more Mis- 
sourians, as they had not enough there to render 
the election certain, and about that number went 
down there with him. On the evening before the 
election Dr. B. C. Westfall was elected to act as 
one of the Judges of the Election in the Bull 
Creek precinct, in place of one of the Judges ap- 
pointed by the Governor, who, it was said, would 
not be there the next day. Dr. Westfall was at 
that time a citizen of Jackson County, Mo. On 
the morning of the election, the polls for Bull 
Creek precinct were opened, and, without swear- 
ing the Judges, they proceeded to receive the 
votes of all who offered to vote. For the sake 
of appearance, would get some one to come to 
the window and oflfer to vote, and when asked 
to be sworn he would pretend to grow angry 
at the Judges and would go away, and his 
name would be put down as having offered to 
vote, but "rejected, refusing to be sworn." This 
arrangement was made previously and perfectly 
understood by the Judges. But few of the resi- 
dents of the District were present at the election, 
and only 13 voted. The number of votes cast in 
the precinct was 893. 

One Missourian voted for himself and then 
voted for his little son, but 10 or 11 years old. 
Col. Coffer, Henry Younger and Mr, Lykins, who 
were voted for and elected to the Legislature, 
were residents of Missouri at the time. Col. 
Coffer subsequently married in the Territory. 
After the polls were closed, the returns were 
made, and a man claiming to be a magistrate, 
certified on them that he had sworn the Judges 
of Election before opening the polls. In the 
Pottawatomie precinct, the Missourians attended 
the election, and after threatening Mr. Chesnut, 
the only Judge present appointed by the Gover- 
nor, to induce him to resign, they proceeded to 
elect two other Judges — one a Missourian and the 
other a resident of another precinct of that Dis- 
trict. The polls were then opened, and all the 
Missourians were allowed to vote without being 
sworn. 

After the polls were closed, and the returns 
made out for the signature of the Judges, Mr. 
Chesnut refused to sign them, as he did not con- 
sider them correct returns of legal voters. 

Coi. Coffer, a resident of Missouri, but elected 
to the Kansas Legislature from that District at 
that election, endeavored with others to induce 
Mr. Chesnut by threats to sign the returns, which 
he refused to do, and left the house. Oq his way 



home he was fired at by some Misiiourians, though 
not injured. There wore three illegal to one legal 
vote given there that day. At the Big Layer pre- 
cinct, the judges appointed by the Governor met 
at the time appointed, and proceeded to open the 
polls, after being duly sworn. After a few votes 
had been received, a party of Missourians came 
into the yard of the house where the election was 
held, and unloading a wagon filled with arpia, 
stacked their guns in the yard, and came up to 
the window and demanded to be admitted to vote, 
Two of the judges decided to receive their votes, 
whereupon the third judge, Mr. J. M. Atchica .ps 
signed, and another was chosen in r , l.r 
Col. Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a candidate 
for and elected to the Territorial Legislative Coun- 
cil, was present and voted in the precinct. He 
claimed that all Missourians who were present on 
the day of election were entitled to vote. But 
thirty or forty of the citizens of the precinct were 
present, and many of them did not vote. At the 
Little Sugar precinct, the election seemed to have 
been conducted fairly, and there a Free-Stat-i ma- 
jority was polled. From the testimony, the whole 
District appears to have been largely Fre«-State, 
and had none but actual settlers voted, the Freo- 
State candidates would have been elected by a 
large majority. From a careful examination of 
the testimony and the records, we find that from 
200 to 225 legal votes were polled, out of 885, the 
total number given in the precincts of the Vth 
District. Of the legal votes cast, the Free-StJite 
candidates received 152. 

VIth District — ^Fort Scott. 

A company of citizens frOiH Missouri, mostly 
from Bates county, came into this District |he day 
before the election, some camping, and others put- 
ting up at the public house. They numbered from 
100 to 200, and came in wagons and on horseback, 
carrying their provisions and tenta with them, and 
were generally armed with pistols. They declared 
their purpose to vote, and claimed the right to do 
BO. They went to the polls generally In email 
bodies, with tickets in their hands, and many, if 
not all, voted. In some cases they declared that 
they had voted, and gave their reasons for so 
doing. Mr. Anderson, a Pro-Slavery candidate 
for the Legislature, endeavored to dlsenade th^ 
non-residents from voting, because he did not wish 
the election contested. This person, however, in- 
sisted upon voting, and upon his right to vote, 
and did so. No one was challenged or swora, and 
all voted who desired to. Out of 350 votes cast, 
not over 100 were legal, and but 64 of those 
named in the census taken one month before by 
Mr. Barber, the candidate for Council, voted. 
Many of the Free-State men did not vote, but 
your Committee is satisfied that, of the legal votes 
cast, the Pro-Slavery candidates received a major- 
ity. Mr. Anderson, one of these candidates, was 
an unmarried man, who came into the District 
from Missouri a few days before the election, and 
boarded at the public house until the day after the 
election. He then took with him the poll-lieis, and 
did not return to Fort Scott until the occasion of 
a barbacue the week before the election of Octo- 
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bcp 1, 1865. He voted at that election, and after 
it left, and has not since been in the District. S. 
A. Williams, the other Pro-Slavery candidate, at 
the time of the election had a claim in the Terri- 
tory, but his legal residence was not there until 
after the election. 

VIIth Distbici. 

From two to three hundred men from the State 
of Missouri came in wagons or on horseback to 
the election ground at Switzer's Creek, in the 
VIIth District, and encamped near the polls, on 
the day preceding the election. They were armed 
with pistols and other weapons, and declared 
their purpose to vote, in order to secure the elec- 
tion of Pro-Slavery members. They said they 
were disappointed in not finding more Yankees 
there, and that they had brought more men than 
were nece&^ary to counterbalance their vote. A 
number of them wore badges of blue ribbon, with 
a motto, and the company were under the direc- 
tion of leaders. They declared their intention to 
conduct themselves peaceably, unless the residents 
of the Territory attempted to stop them from 
voting. Two of the Judges of Election appointed 
by Governor Reeder refujed to serve, whereupon 
two others were appointed in their stead by the 
crowd of Missourians who surrounded the polls. 
The newly -appointed Judges refused to take the 
oath prescribed by Governor Reeder, but made 
one to 8uit themselves. Andrew Johnson re- 
quested each voter to swear if he had a claim in 
the Territory, and if he had voted in another Dis- 
trict. The Judges did not take the oath prescribed, 
but were sworn to receive all legal votes. The 
Missourians voted without being sworn. They 
supported H. J, Stickler for Council, and M. W. 
McGee for Representative. They left the evening 
of the election. Some of them started on horse- 
back for Lawrence, as they said they could be 
there before night, and all went the way they 
came., The census list shows 53 legal voters in 
the District. 2.53 votes were cast; of these 25 
were residents, 17 of whom were in the District 
when the census was taken. Some of the resi- 
dents present at th*; polls did not vote, declaring 
it useless. Candidates declined to run on the 
Free-State ticket, because they were unwilling to 
run the risk of so unequal a contest, it being 
known that a great many were coming up from 
Missouri to vote. Nearly all the settlers were 
Free-State men, and 23 of the 25 legal votes given 
were cast for the only Free-State candidate run- 
ning. Mobiller McGee, who was declared elected 
Representative, had a claim — a saw-mill and a 
houEe in the Territory — and he was there part of 
the time. But his legal residence is now, and was 
then, near Westport, in Missouri, where he owns 
and conducts a valuable farm, and where his 
family resides. 

VIIIth District. 

This was attached to the VIIth District for a 
member of the Council and a representative, and 
its vote was controlled by the illegal vote cast 
there The censu?^ phow- ?,o votes in it — 37 votes 



were cast, of whom a majority voted the Free- 
State ticket. 

IXth District. 

Fort Riley and Pawnee are in this District. The 
latter place was selected by the Governor as the 
temporary capital, and he designed there to ex- 
pend the sums appropriated by Congress in the 
const~uc!.ion of suitable houses for the Legislature. 
A good deal of building was then being done at 
the fort near by. For these reasons a iiumber of 
mechanics, mostly from Pennsylvania, came into 
this District in March, 1855, to seek employment. 
Some of these voted at the election. The con- 
struction of the capital was first postponed, then 
abandoned, and finally the site of the town was 
declared by the Secretary of War to be within the 
military reservation of Fort Riley. Some of the 
inhabitants returned to the States, and some went 
to other parts of the Territory. Your Committee 
find that they came as settlers, intending to re- 
main as such, and were entitled to vote. 



Xth District. 

In this District ten persons belonging to the 
Wyandott tribe of Indians voted. They were of 
that class who under the law were entitled to vote, 
but their residence was in Wyandott Village, at 
the mouth of Kansas River, and they had no right 
to vote in this District. They voted the Pro- 
Slavery ticket. Eleven men, recently from Penn- 
sylvania, voted the Free-State ticket. From the 
testimony they had not, at the time of the elec- 
tion, so established their residence as to have enti- 
tled them to vote. In both these classes of cases 
the J udges examined the voters under oath and 
allowed them to vote, and in all respects the elec- 
tion seems to have been conducted fairly. The 
rejection of both would not have changed the 
result. This and the VIIIth Election District 
formed one representative district, and was tiie 
only one to which the invasion from Missouri did 
not extend. 

XIth District. 

The IXth, Xth and Xlth and Xllth Election 
Districts, being all sparsely settled were attached 
together as a Council District, and the XIth and 
Xllth as a Representative District, This Election 
District is 30 miles North from Pawnee and 160 
miles from Kansas City. It is the northwest set- 
tlement in the Territory, and contained, when the 
census was taken, but 36 inhabitants, of whom 24 
were voters. There was on the day of the elec- 
tion no white settlement about Marysville, the 
place of voting, for 40 miles, except that Marshall 
and Bishop kept a store and ferry at the crossing 
of the Big Blue and the California road. Your 
Committee were unable to procure witnesses from 
this District. Persons who were present at the 
election were duly summoned by on officer, and 
among them was F. J. Marshall, the member of 
the Hou.se from that District. On his return the 
officer was arrested and di.'tuined, and personi 
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bearing the names of some of tlic wituesscs 
(ummoued were stopped near Leeompton. and did 
not appear before the committee. The returns 
show that, in defiance of the Governor's procla- 
mation, the voting was viva voce, instead ot by 
ballot. 328 names appear on the poll-books, as 
voting, and by comparing these names with those 
on the ''ensus roUs, we find that but seven of the 
latter voted. The person voted for as Represen- 
tative, F. J. Marshall, was chief owner of the 
store at Marysville, and was there sometimes, but 
his family lived in Weston. John Donaldson, the 
candidate voted for the Council, then lived in 
Jackson County, Missouri. 

On the day after the election, Mr. Marshall, with 
25 or 30 men from Weston, Mo., was on the way 
from Marysville to the State. Some of the party 
told a witness who had formerly resided at Weston, 
that they were up to Marysville and carritd the 
day for Missouri, and that they had voted about 
150 votes. Mr. Marshall paid the bill at that point 
for the party. 

There does not appear to have been any emi- 
gration into that district in March, 1855, after the 
census was taken, and judging from the best test 
in the power of your committee, there were but 
seven legal votes cast in the District, and 321 
illegal. 

XIIth District. 

The election in this District was conducted fairly, 
i No complaint was made that illegal votes were 
; cast. 

XIIIth District. 

Previous to the day of the election several 
hundreds of Missouriana from Platte, Olay, Boone, 
Clinton, and Howard counties, came into the 
District in wagons and on horseback, and camped 
there. They were armed with guns, revolvers 
: and bowie-knives, and had badges of hemp in 
I their button holes and elsewhere about their per- 
I sons. They claimed to have a right to vote, from 
fci the fact that they were there on the ground, and 
n had, or intended to make, claims in the Territory, 
! < although their families were in Missouri, 
it The judges appointed by the Governor opened 
g the polls and some persons ofiered to vote, and 
; when their votes were rejected on the ground that 
they were not residents of the district, the crowd 
^ threatened to tear the houses down if the judges 
did not leave. The judges then "withdrew, taking 
, the poll-books with them. The crowd then pro- 
' ceeded to select other persons to act as judges, 
; and the election went on. Those persons voting 
who were sworn were asked if they considered 
themselves residents of the district, and if they 
said they did they were allowed to vote. But few 
{ of the residents were present and voted, and the 
; Free State men as a general thing did not vote. 
I After the Missourians got through voting they 
I returned home. A formal return was made by 

1 the judges of election setting out the facts, but it 

2 was not verified. The legal voters in this district 
1 was 96, of whom a majority were Free State men. 
; Of these — voted. The total number of votes cast 
1 was 269. 



XIVth Dibtrjot. 

It was generally rumored in this district for 
some days before the election that the Missouri- 
ans were coming over to vote. Previous to the 
election men from Missouri came into the district 
and electioneered for the Pro-Slavery candidates. 
Gen. David R. Atchison and a party controlled the 
nominations in one of the primary elections. 



BoRR Oak Precinct. 

Several hundred Missourians from Buchanan, 
Platte, and Andrew counties, Mo., including a 
great many of the promment citizens of St. Jo- 
seph, came into this precinct the day before, and 
on the day of election, in wagons and on horse, 
and encamped there. Arrangements were made 
for them to cross the ferry at St. Joseph, free of 
expense to themselves. They were armed with 
bowie-knives and pistols, guns and rifles. On the 
morning of the election, the Free-State candidates 
resigned in a body, on account of the presence of 
the large number of armed Missourians, at which 
the crowd cheered and hurraed. Gen. B. F. 
Stringfellow was present, and was prominent in 
promoting the election of the Pro-Slavery ticket, 
aa was &\so the Hon. Willard P. Hall, and others 
of the most prominent citizens of St. Joseph, Mo. 
But one of the judges of election, appointed by 
the Governor, servod on that day, and the crowd 
chose two others to supply the vacancies. 

The Missourians said they carae there to vote 
for and secure the election of Major Wm. P. 
Richardson. Major Richardson, elected to the 
Council, had b.-xd a farm in Missouri, where his 
wife and daughter lived with his Bon-in-law, Wil- 
lard P. Hall, he himself generally going home to 
Missouri every Saturday night. The farm was 
generally known as the Richardson farm. He 
had a claim in the Territory upon which was a 
saw-mill, and where he generally remained during 
the week. 

Some of the Missouriana gave as their reason 
for voting that they had heard that Eastern emi- 
grants were to be at that election, though no 
Eastern emigrants were there. Others said they 
were going to vote for the purpose of making 
Kansas a Slave State. 

Some claimed that they had a right to vote vjx- 
der the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
from the fact that they were present on the ground 
on the day of election. 

The Free-State men generally did not vote, and 
those who did vote voted generally for John H. 
Whitehead, Pro-Slavery, for Council, agiunst Ma- 
jor Wm. P. Richardson, and did not vote at all 
for members of the Lower House. 

The parties were pretty nearly equally divided 
in the District, some being of opinion that the 
Free-State party had a small majority, and others 
that the Pro-Slavery party had a email majority. 
After the election was over and the polls were 
closed the Missourians returned home. During 
the day they had provisions and liquor served out, 
free of expense to all. 
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DoNiPHAii Pbkcinct. 

The eTening before the election some 200 or 
more Missouirians from Platte, Buchanan, Saline 
and Clay countieti, Mo., came into this precinct, 
with tents, music, wagons and provisions, and 
armed with guns, rifles, pistols and bowie-knives, 
and encamped about two miles from the place of 
voting. They said they came to vote, to make 
Kansas a Slave State, aud intended to return to 
Missouri after they had voted. 

On the morning of the election, the Judges rp- 
pointed by the Governor would not serve, and 
othera were appointed by the crowd. The Mis- 
souriaos were allowed to vote without being sworn 
— some of them voting as many as eight or nine 
times ; cbftsigiag their hats and coats and giving 
in diifcrent. names each time. After they had 
voted thej returned to Missouri. The Free State 
men generally did not vote, though constituting 
a majority! in the precinct. Upon counting the 
ballots it| the box, and the names on the poll lists, 
it was found tfiat there were too many ballots, 
and one of the Judges of election took out ballots 
enough to make the two numbers correspond. 



Wo£.y RiVKR PRfiCIIfCT. 

But few Misflouriana were present in this pre- 
cinct, though some of them threatened one of 
the Judges, because he refused to receive their 
votes, and when be resigned another was chosen 
in his place who consented to receive their 
votes. 

Protests were drawn up against the elections in 
the vaiioiua precincts in the XlVth District, but 
on account of threats that greater numbers of 
Missourians would be at a new election, should it 
be called, and of personal violence to ihose who 
should take part in the protest, it was not pre- 
sented to the Governor. Major Richardson, the 
Pro-Sj-very candidate for Council, threatened Dr. 
Cutler, the Free State candidate, that if he con- 
tetjled iho election, he and his office should be 
put in the Missouri River. 

The number of votes in the District by the 
census, v*ft*> 334 — of these 124 voted. The testi- 
mony shtiw. that quite a number of persons 
whose legal re. 'lence was in the populous county 
of Buchanan, hi >., on the opposite side of the 
river, had claims in the Territory. Some ranged 
cattle, and others marked out their claim and 
built a cabin, and sold this incipient title where 
they could. They were not residents of the Ter- 
ritory in any just or legal sense. A number set- 
tlers moved into the District in the month of 
March. Your Committee are satisfied, after a 
careful analysis of the records and testimony that 
the number of legal votes cast did not exceed 
200--out of 727. 

XVth District. 

The election in this District was held in the house 
of a Mr. Hayes. On the day of election a crowd of 
from 400 to 500 men collected around the polls, of 



which the great body were citizens of Mii5souri. 
One of the Judges of Election, in his testimony, 
states that the strangers commenced crowding 
around the polls, and that then the residents left. 
Threats were made before and during the election 
day that there should be no Free State candidates, 
although there were nearly or quite as many Free 
State as Pro-Slavery men resident in the District. 
Most of the crowd were drinking and carousing, 
cursing the Abolitionists and threatening the 
only Free State Judge of Election. A majority 
of those who voted vore hemp in their button- 
holes, and their password was " all right on the 
hemp." Many of the Missourians were known 
and are named by the witnesses. Several 
speeches were made by them at the polls, and 
among those who spoke were Major Oliver, one 
of your Committee, Col. Burns, and Lalan Wil- 
Hams of Platte County. Major Oliver urged upon 
all present to use no harsh words, and expressed 
the hope that nothing would be said or done to 
harm the feelings of the most sensitive on the 
other side. He gave some grounds, based on the 
Missouri Compromise, in regard to the right of 
voting, and was understood to excuse the Missou- 
rians for voting. Your Committee are satisfied 
that he did not vote. Col. Burns recommended 
all to vote, and he hoped none would go home 
without voting. Some of the Pro-Slavery resi- 
dents were much dissatisfied at the interference 
with their rights by the Missourians, and for that 
reason — because reflection convinced them that 
it would be better to have Kansas a Free State— 
they '* fell over the fence." The Judges requested 
the voters to take an oath that they were actual 
residents. They objected at first, some saying 
they had a claim, or " I am here." But the Free 
State Judge insisted upon the oath, and his asso- 
ciates, who at first were disposed to waive it, 
coincided with him, and the voters all took it 
after some grumbling. One said he cut him some 
poles and laid them in the shape of a square, and 
that made him a claim ; and another said that he 
had cut him a few sticks of wood, and that made 
him a claim. The Free State men did not vote, 
although they believed their numbers to be equal 
to the Pro-Slavery settlers, and some claimed that 
they had the majority. They were deterred by 
threats throughout by the Missourians, before and 
on the day of election, from putting up candi- 
dates, and no candidates were run, for this reason 
— that there was a credited rumor previously that 
the Missourians would control the election. The 
Free State Judge was threatened with expulsion 
from the polls, and a young man thrust a pistol 
into the window through which the voles were 
received. The whole number of votes cast was 
417 ; of the names on the poll-book but 62 are in 
the census rolls, and the testimony shows that a 
small portion, estimated by the witness at one- 
quarter of the legal voters, voted. Your Com- 
mittee estimate the number of legal voters at 80. 
One of the Judges referred to, certified to the 
Governor that the election was f«.irly conducted. 
It was not contested because no one would tako 
the responsibility of doing it, as it was not conel» 
dered safe, and that if another election was bad, 
the residents would fare no better. 
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XVIth District. 

For some time previous to the election, meetings 
v/ere held and arrangements made in Missouri to 
get up companies to come over to the Territory 
and vote, and the day before and on the day of 
flection, large bodies of Missourians from Platte, 
Clay, Ray, Chariton, Carrol, Clinton and Saline 
Counties, Mo., came into this district and camped 
there. They were armed with pistols and bowie- 
knives, some with guns and rifles, and had badges 
of hem{) in their button holes and elsewhere about 
their persons. 

On the morning of the election there were from 
1,000 to 1,400 persons present on the ground. 
Previous to the election, Missourians endeavored 
to persuade the two Free-State Judges to resign 
by making threats of personal violence to them, 
•one of whom resigned on the morning of the 
election, and the crowd chose another to fill his 
place. But one of the Judges, the Free-State 
Judge, would take the oath prescribed by the Go- 
vernor ; the other two deciding that they had no 
right to swear any one who offered to vote, but that 
all on the ground were entitled to vote. The only 
votes refused were some Delaware Indians, some 
30 Wyandotte Indians being allowed to vote. 

One of the Free-State candidates withdrew in 
consequence of the presence of the Missourians, 
amid cheering and acclamations by the Missouri- 
ans. During the day the cteamboat New Lucy 
came down from Western Missouri, with a large 
number of Missourians on board, who voted and 
then returned on the boat. 

The Missourians gave as a reason for their com- 
ing over to vote, that the North had tried to force 
emigration into the Territory, and they want- 
ed to counteract that movement. Some of the 
candidates and many of the Missourians took the 
ground that, under the Kansas-Nebraska act, all 
who were on the ground on the day of election 
were entitled to vote, and others, that laying out a 
town, staking a lot, or driving down stakes, even 
on anothe: uian's claim, gave them a right to 
vr'A And one of the members of the council, 
K. ti. Rees, declared in his testimony that he who 
should put a different construction upon the law 
must be either a knave or a fool. 

The Free-State men generally did not vote at 
that election , and no newly-arrived Eastern emi- 
grants were there. The Free-State Judge of elec- 
tion refused to sign the returns until the words 
"by lawful resident voters," were stricken out, 
which was done, and the returns made in that way. 
The election was contested, and a new election 
ordered by Gov. Reeder for the 22d of May. 

The testimony is divided as to the relative 
strength of parties in this District. The whole 
number of voters in the District, according to the 
census-returns, was 385; and, according to a very 
carefully prepared list of voters, prepared for the 



Pro-Slavery candidates and other Pro-Slavery 
men a few days previous to the election, there 
were 305 voters in the district, including those 
who had claims but did not live on them. The 
whole number of votes cast was 964. Of these 
named in the census 106 voted. Your committee, 
upon careful examination, are satisfied that there 
were not over 150 legal votes cast, leaving 814 
illegal votes. 

XVIIth District. 

The election in this District seems to have been 
fairly conducted, and not contested at all. In 
this District the Pro-Slavery party had the ma- 
jority. 

XVIIIth District. 

Pi-evious to the election. Gen. David R. Atchi- 
son of Platte City, Mo., got up a company of 
Missourians, and passing through Weston, Mo., 
went over into the Territory. He remained all 

night at the house of , and then exhibited 

his arms, of which he had an abundance. He 
proceeded to the Nemohaor (XVIIIth) District. 
On his Avay, he and his party attended a Nomi- 
nating Convention in the XIYth District, and 
proposed and caused to be nonunated a set of 
candidates in opposition to the wishes of the 
Pro-Slavery residents of the district. At that 
convention he said that there were 1,100 men 
coming over from Platte County, and if that 
wasn't enough they could send 5,000 more — that 
they came to vote, and would vote or kill every 
G — d d — d Abolitionist in the Territory. 

On the day of election, the Missourians under 
Atchison, who were encamped there, came up to 
the polls in the XVIIIth District, taking the oath 
that they were residents of the district. The 
Missourians were all armed with pistols or bowie- 
knives, and said there were 60 in their company. 
But 11 votes given on that day were given by re- 
sidents of the district. The whole number of votes 
was 62. 

R. li. Kirk, one of the candidates, came into 
the district from Missouri ubout a week before the 
election and boarded th re. He left after the 
election, and was not at the time a legal resident 
of the district in which he was elected. No pro- 
test was sent to the Governor on account of 
threats made against any who should dare to con- 
test the election. The following tables embody 
the result of the examination of your Committeo 
in regard to this election. In some of the dis- 
tricts it was impossible to ascertain the precise 
number of the legal votes cast, and especially in 
the XlVth, XVth and XVIth Districts. In such 
cases the number of legal and illegal votes cast 
is stated after a careful re-examination of all the 
testimony and records concerning the election. 
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ABSTRACT OF ELECTION of March 80, 1855, by Council Districts. 
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Your Committee report the following facts not 
shown by the tables : 

Of the twenty-nine hundred and five roters 
named in the census-rolls, eight hundred and thirty- 
one are found on the poll-books. Some of th"* 
settlers were prevented from attending the elec- 
tion by the distance of their homes from the polls, 
but the great majority wera deterred by the open 
avowal that large bodie.? of armed Missourians 
would be at the polls to vote, and by the fact that 
they did so appear and control the election. The 
same causes deterred the Free-State settlen; from 
running candidates in several districts, and in 
others induced the candidates to withdraw. 

The poll-books of the Ild and Vlllth Districts 
were lost, but the proof is quite clear that in the 
lid District there were thirty, and in the Vlllth 
District thirty-eight legal votesf, making a total of 
eight hundred and ninety-eight legal voters of the 
Territory, whose names are on the census returns, 
and yet the proof, in the state in which we arc 
obliged to present it, after excluding illegal votes, 
leaves the total vote of 1,310, showing a discre- 
pancy of 412. The discrepancy is accounted for 
in two ways: First, the coming in of settlers 
before the March election, and after the census 
was taken or settlers who were omitted in the cen- 
sus ; or secondly, the disturbed state of the Terri- 
tory wh!!« we were investigating the elections in 
some of the districts, thereby preventing ils from 
getting testimony in relation to the names of legal 
voters at the time of election. 

If the election had been confined to the actual 
settlers, undeterred by the presence of non-resi- 
dents, or the knowledge that they would he pre- 
sent in numbeis sufficient to out-vote them, the 
testimony indicates that the Council would have 
been composed of seven in favor of making Kan- 



sas a Free State, elected from the 1st, lid, lll(i, 
IVth, and Vlth Council Districts. The result h\ 
the Vlllth and Xth, electing three members, 
would have been doubtful, and the Vth, Vllth an.l 
IXth would have elected three Pro-Slavery mem- 
bers. 

Under like circumstances the House of Repre- 
sentatives would have been composed of fourteen 
members in favor of making Kansas a Free State,' 
elected from the lid, Illd, IVth, Vth, Vlltb, 
Vlllth, IXth, and Xth Representative Districts. 

The result in the Xllth and XI Vth Representa- 
tive Districts, electing five members, would have 
been doubtful, and the- 1st, Vlth, Xlth and XV th 
Districts would have elected seven Pro-Slavery 
members. 

By the election, as conducted, the Pro-Slavery 
candidates in every district but the Vlllth Repre- 
sentative District received a majority of the votes; 
and several of them, in both the Council and 
House, did not "reside in" and were not "inhabi- 
tants of" the district for which they were elected, 
as required by the organic law. By that act it 
was declared to be "the true intent and meaning 
of this act to leave the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way, subject to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." So carefid was Con- 
gress of the right of popular sovereignty, that to 
secure it to the people, without a single petition 
from any portion of the country, they removed 
the restriction against slavery imposed by the Mis- 
souri Compromise. And yet this right, so care- 
fully secured, was thus by force and iraud over- 
thrown by a portion of the people of an adjoining 
State, 

The striking difference between this Republic 
and other Republics on this Continent is not in 
the nrovisions of Constitutions and laws, but that 
here changes in the administration of those laws 
have been made peacefully and quietly through 
the ballot-box. This invasion is the first and only 
one in the history of our government, by which an 
organized force from one State has elected a Legis- 
lature for another State or Territory, and as such 
it ahould have been resisted by the whole execu- 
tive power of the National Government. 

Your Committee are of the opinion that the 
Constitution and laws of the United States have 
invested the President, and Governor of the Ter- 
ritory with ample power for this purpose. They 
could only act after receiving authentic informa- 
tion of the facts, but when received, whether 
before or after the certificates of election were 
granted, this power should have been exercised to 
its fullest extent. It is not to be tolerated, that a 
legislative body thus selected should assume or 
exercise any legislative functions ; and their enact- 
ments should bo regarded as null and void ; nor 
should the question of its legal existence as a 
legislative body bo determined by itself, as that 
would be allowing the criminal to judge of his 
own crime. In section 22 of the organic act it is 
provided, that "the persons having the highest 
number of legal votes in each of said Council 
Districtfl for members of the Council shall be 
declnred by the Governor to be duly elected to 
the Council, and the persons having the highest 
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number of legal votea for the Hotise of Represen- 
tatives, shall be declared by the Governor duly 
elected members of said House." The proclama- 
tion of the Governor required a verified notice of 
a contest, when one was made, to be filed with 
him within four days after the election. Within 
that time he did not obtain information as to force 
or fraud in any except the following Districts, and 
in these there were material defects in the returns 
of election. Without deciding upon his power to 
set aside elections for force and fraud, they were 
set aside for the following reasons. 

In the 1st District, because the words, " by law- 
tul resident voters," were stricken out from the 
return. 

In the Ild District, because the oath was admin- 
istered by G. W. Taylor, who was not authorized 
to administer an oath. 

In the Illd District, because material erasures 
from the printed form of the oath were purposely 
made. 

In the IVth District for the same reason. 

In the Vllth District, because the Judges were 
not sworn at all. 

In the Xlth District, because the returns show 
the election to have been held viva voce instead of 
by ballot. 

In the XVIth District, because the words " by 
lawful residents " were stricken from the returns. 

ABSTRACT of the Retuma of Election of May 22, 1855. 
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Although the fraud and force in other districts 
was equally great as in these, yet as the Governor 
had no information in regard to them, be issued 
certificates according to the returns. 

Your Committee here felt it to be their duty 
not only to inquire into and collect evidence in 
regard to force and fraud attempted and practised 
at the elections in the Territory, but also into the 
facts and pretexts by which this force and fraud 
had been excused and justified ; and for this pur 
pose your Committee have allowed the declara- 
tions of non-resident voters to be given as evi 
dence in their own behalf; also the declarations 
of all who came up the Mis.souri River as emigrants 
in March, 1855, whether they voted or not, and 
whether they came into the Territory at all or 
not; and also the rumors which were circulated 
among the people of Missouri previous to the elec- 
tion. Tbo great body of the testimony taken at 
the instance of the sitting Delegate is of tliis 
character. 

When the declarations of parties passing up the 
river were offered in evidence, your Committee 
received them upon the distinct statement ihvtt 
they would bo excluded unless the persons making 
the declarations were by other proof shown to 
have been connected with the elections. This 
proof WAS not made, and therefore much of this 
2 



class of testimony is iueompetent by the rules of 
law, but is allowed to remain, as tending to show 
the cause of the action of the citizens of Missouri. 
The alleged causes of the invasions of March, 
1855, are included in the foUoiving charges : 

I. That the New England Aid Society of Boston 
was then importing into the Territory large num- 
bers of men, merely for the purpose of controll- 
ing the elections. That they came v>ithout 
women, children, or baggage, went into the Terri- 
tory, voted, and returned again. 

II. That men were hired in the Eastern or Nor- 
thern States, or induced to go to the Territory, 
solely to vote, and not to settle, and by so doing 
to make it a Free State. 

III. That the Governor of the Territory pur- 
posely postponed the day of election to allow this 
emigration to arrive, and notified the Emigrant 
Aid Society, and persons in the Eastern States, 
of the day of election, before he gave notice to- 
the people of Missouri and the Territory. 

That these charges were industriously circu- 
lated ; that grossly exaggerated statements were 
made in regard to them; that the newspaper 
press and leading men in public meetings in West- 
ern Missouri, aided in one case by a Chaplain of 
the United States Army, gave currency and credit 
to them, and thus excited the people, and induced 
many well-meaning citizens of Missouri to march 
into the Territory to meet and repel the alleged 
Eastern paupers and Abolitionists, is fully proven 
by many witnesses. 

But these charges are not sustained by the 
p'oof. 

In April, 1854, the General Assembly of Massa- 
chusetts passed an act entitled " An act to incor-^ 
porate the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society." 
The object of the Society, as declared in the first 
section of this act, was " for the purpose of assist- 
ing emigrants to settle in the West." The mo- 
neyed capital of the corporation was not to exceed 
five millions of dollars, but no more than four per 
cent, could be assessed during the year 1854, and 
no more than ten per cent in any one year there- 
after. No organization was perfected, or pro- 
ceedings had, under this law. 

On tne 24th day of July, 1854, certain persons 
in Boston, Massachusette, concluded articles of 
agreement and association for an Emigrant Aid 
Society. The purpose of this Association was 
declared to be "assisting emigrants to settle in 
the West." Under these articles of association, 
each stockholder was individually liable. To avoid 
this difficulty, an application was made to the 
General Assembly of Massachusetts for an act of 
incorporation, which was granted. On the 21st 
day of February, 1855, an act was passed to incor- 
porate the New-England Emigrant Aid Company. 
The purposes of this act were declared to be 
directing emigration westward, and aiding and 
providing accommodation for the emigrants 
after arriving at their place of destination." 
The capital stock of the corporation was not to 
exceed one million of dollars. Under this charter 
a company was organized. 

Your Committee have examined some of its 
officers, and a portion of its circulars and records, 
to ascertain what has been done by it. The public 
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Attention at that time was directed to the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, and emigration naturally tended 
in that direction. To ascertain its character and 
resources, this Company sent its agent into it, and 
the information thus obttdned was published. 
The Company made arrangements with various 
lines of transportation to reduce the expense of 
-emigration into the Territory, and procured tickets 
at the reduced rates. Applications were made to 
the Company by persons desiring to emigrate, and 
when they were numerous enough to form a party 
■of convenient size, tickets were sold to them at 
the reduced rates. An agent acquainted with the 
route was selected to accompany them. Their 
baggage was checked, and all trouble and danger 
x>f loss to the emigrant in this way was avoided. 

Under these arrangements, companies went 
into the Territory in the fall of 1864, under the 
arUclcs of association referred to. The Company 
did not pay any portion of the fare, or furnish any 
personal or real property to the emigrant. The 
Company, during 1866, sent into the Territory 
from eight to ten saw-mills, purchased one hotel 
in Kansas City, which they subsequently sold, 
built one hotel at Lawrence, and owned one other 
building in that place. In some cases, to induce 
them to make improvements, town lots were given 
to them by town associations in this Territory. 
They held no property of any other kind or de- 
scription. They imposed no condition upon their 
emigrants, and did not iinjuire into their political, 
religious, or social opinions. The total amount 
-expended by them, including the salaries of their 
agents and officers, and tu<) expenses incident to 
all organizations, was less th.\n $100,000. 

Their purposes, as far as your Committee can 
ascertain, were lawful, and contributed to supply 
those wants most experienced in the settlement 
of a new country. 

The only persons or company who emigrated 
into the Territory under the auspices of the Emi- 
grant Aid Society in 1855, prior to the election in 
March, was a party of 1 59 persons who came under 
the charge of Charles Robinson. 

In this party there were 67 women and children. 
They came as actual settlers, intending to make 
their homes in the Territory, and for no other 
purpose. They had about their persons but little 
baggage; usually sufficient clothing in a carpet 
sack for a short time. Their personal cSects, such 
as clothing, furniture, &c., were put into trunks and 
boxes ; and for convenience in selecting and 
cheapness in transporting, were marked " Kansas 
party baggage, care B. Slater, St. Louis." Gene- 
rally this was consigned as freight in the usual 
way to the care of a commission merchant. This 
party had, in addition to the usual allowance of 
one hundred pounds to each passenger, a large 
quantity of baggage on which the respective own- 
ers paid the usnal extra freight. Each passenger 
or party paid his or their own expenses; and the 
only benefit they derived from the Society, not 
shared by all the people of the Territory, was the 
reduction of about $7 in the price of the fare, the 
convenience of travelling in a company instead of 
alone, and the cheapness and facility of transport- 
ing their freight through regular agents. Subse- 
quently, many emigrants, being either disappointed 



with the country or its political condition, or ti(- 
ccived by the statements made by the newspapeu 
and by the agents of the Society, became diasatis- 
fied, and returned, both before and after the elec- 
tion, to their old homes. Most of them are now 
settlers in the Territory. Some few voted at the 
election in Lawrence, but the number was small, 
The names of these emigr.nts have been ascer- 
tained, and ■ of them were found upon the 

poll-books. This company of peaceful emigrants, 
moving with their household goods, was distorted 
into an invading horde of pauper Abolitionists, 
who were, with others of a similar character, tu 
control the domestic institutions of the Territory, 
and then overturn those of a neighboring power- 
ful State. 

In regard to the second charge : There is no 
proof that any man was either hired or induced to 
.•come into the Territory from any Free State, 
merely to vote. The entire emigration in March, 
1855, is estimated at 500 persons, including meu, 
women, and children. They came on steamboats 
up the Missouri River, in the ordinary course of 
emigration. Many returned for causes similar to 
those before stated, but the body of them are now 
residenta The only persons of those who were 
connected by proof with the election, were some 
who voted at the Big Blue Precinct in the Xth 
District, and at Pawnee in the IXth District. 
Their purpose and character are stated in a former 
part of this report. 

The third charge is entirely groundless. The 
organic law requires the Governor to cause aa 
enumeration of the inhabitants and legal voters to 
be made, and that he apportion the members of 
the Council and House according to this enumera- 
tion. For reasons stated by persons engaged in j 
taking the census, it was not completed until the 
early part of March, ] 855. At that time, the day 
of holding the election had not been and could 
not have been named by the Governor. As soon 
as practicable, after the returns were brought in, 
he issued his proclamation for an election, and 
named the earliest day consistent with due notic" 
as the day of election. The day on which tiie j 
election was to be held, was a matter of conjecture 
all over the country. But it was generally knovrr 
that it would be in' the latter part of March. T\i< 
precise day was not known by any one until ilie 
proclamation issued. It was not known to th' 
agents of the Emigrant Aid Society in Boston ot ^ 
the 13th of March, 1855, when the party of em- | 
grants before referred '-o, left. | 

Your Committee are satisfied that these charges | 
were made the mere pretext to induce an armed | 
invasion into the Territory, as a means to control | 
the election, and establish slavery there. | 

The real purpose is avowed and illustrated bj 5? 
the testimony and conduct of Col. John Scott, o( | 
St. Joseph's, Missouri, who acted as the attomej -l 
for the sitting delegate before your Committw. | 
The following are the extracts from his dep :| 
sition : | 

" Prior to the election In Burr Oak precinct, In the XIT4 | 
District, on the 29th of November, 1354, I had Iwen » r» si 
dent of MlMOurl, and I then determined, If 1 found It ne» ■, 
sary, to become a resident of Kansas Territory. On « 
day previous to that election. 1 settled up my board al « 
boarding-house, In St. Joseph's, Missouri, and went 0Tef»K 
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the Territory, and took boarding wltJi Mr. Bryant, near 
whose house the polls were held the next day, for one 
month, BO that I might have it In my power, by merely de- 
termining to do so, to become & resident of the Territory on 
the day of election. 

" When my name was proposed as a Judge of Election, 
objections were made by two persons only. • * • ♦ i 
then publicly Informed those present that I had a claim in 
the Territory ; that I had taken board in the Territory for a 
month, and that I could at any moment become an actual 
resident and a legal voter in the Territory, and that I would 
do so if I concluded at any time during the day that my 
Tot« would be necessary to carry that precinct in favor of 
the Pro-Slavery candidate for delegate to Congress. ♦ * ♦ 
I did not daring the day consider it necessary to become a 
resident of the Territory for the purpose mentioned, and 
did not vote or offer to vote at that election. 

"I held ibt ofBce of City Attorney for St. Joseph's at 
that time, and had held It for two or three years previously, 
and continued to hold it until this spring. * * « x vot«d 
at an election In St. Joseph's In the spring of 1855, and was 
reappointed City Attorney. The question of Slavery was 
put In issue at the election of November, 1654, to the same 
extent as In every election In this Territory. Gen. Whitfield 
was regarded as the Pro-Slavery candidate for the Pro- 
Slavery party. I regarded the question of Slavery as the 
primarily prominent Issue at that election, and go far as I 
know, all parties agreed In making that question the issue 
of that election. 

" It Is my Intention and the intention of a great many 
oilier Missourians now resident In Missouri, whenever the 
Slavery issue is to be determined upon by the people of this 
Territory in the adoption of the State Constitution, to re- 
move to this TerrItoi7 In time to acquire the right to become 
legal voters upon that question. The leading purpose of 
oar Intended removal to the Territory is to determine the 
domestic institutions of this Territory, when It coir>eB to be 
a State, and we would not come but for that purpose, and 
would never think of coming here but for that purpose. I 
believe there are a great many in Missouri ytbo are so 
eitaated." 

The invasion of March 30th left both parties in 
a state of excitement, tending directly to produce 
violence. The successful party was lawless and 
reckless, while assuming the name of the " Law 
and Order" party. The other party, at first sur- 
prised and confounded, was greatly irritated, and 
some resolved to prevent the success of the inva- 
aoD. In some Districts, as before stated, protests 
were sent to the Governor; in others this was 
prevented by threats ; in others by the want of- 
time, only four days being allowed by the procla- 
mation for this purpose; and in others by the 
belief that a new election would bring a new in- 
vasion. About the same time all classes of men 
commenced bearing deadly weapons about the 
person, a practice which has continued to this 
time. Under these circumstances, a slight or ac- 
cidental quarrel produced unusual violence, and 
lawless acts became frequent. This evil condition 
of the public mind was further increased by acts 
of violence in Western Missouri, where, in April, 
a newspaper press called Tfui Parkville Luminary 
was destroyed by a mob. 

About the same time, Malcolm Clark assaulted 
Cole McCrea at a squatter meeting in Leaven- 
worth, and was shot, by McCrea in alleged self- 
defence. 

On the iTth day of May, William Phillips, a 
lawyer of Leavenworth, was first notified to leave, 
and upon his refusal, was forcibly seized, taken 
across the river, and carried several miles into 
Missouri, and then tarred and feathered, and one 
«de of bis head shaved, and other gross indigni- 
ties put upon his person. 

Previous to the outrage, a public meeting was 
tsld, at which resolutions were unanimously passed, 



looking to unlawful violence, and grossly intole 
rant in their character. The right of free speech, 
upon the subject of Slavery was characterized as 
a disturbance of the peace and quiet of the com- 
munity, and as " circulating incendiary senti- 
ments." They say "to the peculiar friends of 
Northern fanatics," " Go home and do your trea- 
son where you may find sympathy." Among 
other resolves is the following : 

" Jlesohed, That the institution of Slavery is known and 
recognized in this Territory ; that we repel the dor.ldne that 
It is a moral and political evil, and we hurl back with scorih 
upon Its slanderous authors the charge of Inhumanity; and 
we warn all persons not to come to our peaceful firesides to 
slander ns, and sow the seeds of discord between the master 
and the servant; for, as much as we deprecate the neces'jity 
to which we maybe driven, we cannot be responsible for the 
consequences." 

"A Committee of Vigilance of 50 men waff 
appointed to observe and report all such persons 
aa shall * « » by the expression of Abolition 
sentiments produce disturbance *o the quiet of the 
citizens, or danger to their domestic relations ; 
and all such persons so ofiending shall be notified 
aud made to leave the Territory." 

The meeting was " ably and eloquently addressed 
by Judge Lecompte, Col. J. N. Burns, of Western 
Missouri and others." Thus the head of the Judi- 
ciary in the Territory not only assisted at a public 
and bitterly partisan meeting, whose direct ten- 
dency was to produce violence and disorder ; but 
before any law is passed in the Territory, he 
prejudges the character of the domestic institu- 
tions, which the people of the Territory were, by 
their organic law " left perfectly free to form and 
regulate in their own way." 

On this Committee were several of those who 
held certificates of election as members of the 
Legislature: some of the others were then and 
stiU are residents of Missouri, and many of the 
Committee have since been appointed to the 
leading offices in the Territory, one of which is 
the Sheriffalty of the County. Their first act was 
that of mobbing Phillips. 

Subsequently, on the 25th of May, A. D. 1855,, 
a public meeting was held, at which R. R. Rees, a 
member-elect of the Council, presided. The fol- 
lowing resolutions, offered by Judge Payne, a 
member-elect of the House, were unanimously 
adopted : 

" ItMoloed, That we heartily endorse the action of the- 
Committee of citiiens tliat ehaved, tarred and feathered, rode- 
on a rail, and had sold by u negro, Wm. Phillips, the moral 
peijurer. 

" RMolved, That we return our thanks to the Committee- 
for faithfully performing the trust enjoined upon them by 
the Pro-Slavery party. 

" Retohotd, That the Committee be now discharged. 

" Jtfsolvrd, That we severely condemn those Pro- Slavery 
men who, from mercenary motives, are calling upon th» 
Pro-8!«^very party to submit without further action. 

" Resolved, That In order to secure peace and harmony 
to the community, we now solemnly declare that the Pro- 
Slavery party will stand firmly by and carry out the reso- 
lutiQns reported by the Committee appoIntiKl for that pur- 
pose on the memorable 80th." 

The act of moral perjury here referred to, is the 
swearing by Phillips to a truthful protest in regard 
to the election of March 80, in the XVIth Di». 
trict. 



20 



Tho members receiving their certificates of the 
•Governor as members of the General Assembly of 
the Territory, met at Pawnee, the place appointed 
by the Governor, on the 2d of July, A. D. 1855. 
Their proceedings are stated in three printed 
books, herewith submitted, entitled respectively, 
" The Statutes of the Territory of Kansas ;" '« The 
Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas," 
and " The Journal of the House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Kansas." 

Your Committee do not regard their enactments 
as valid laws. A Legislature thus imposed upon a 
people cannot affect their political rights. Such 
an attempt to do so, if successful, is virtually an 
overthrow of the organic law, and reduces the 
people of the Territory to the condition of vassals 
to a neighboring State. To avoid the evils of 
-anarchy, no armed or organized resistance to them 
should be made, but the citizens should appeal to 
the ballot-box at public elections, to the Federal 
Judicary, and to Congress for relief. Such, from 
the proof would have been the course of the peo- 
ple but for the nature of these enactments and the 
manner in which they are enforced. Their charac- 
ter and their execution have been so intimately 
connected with one branch of this investigation — 
that relating to " violent and tumultuous proceed- 
ings in the Territory " — that we were compelled 
to examine them. 

The " laws " in the statute-books are general 
and special ; the latter arc strictly of a local 
character, relating to bridges, roads, and the like. 
The great body of the general laws are exact tran- 
scripts from the Missouri Code. To make them in 
some cases conform to the organic act, separate 
acts were passed defining the meaning of words. 
Thus the T.ord " State " is to be understood as 
meaning " Territory the word " County Court " 
shall be construed to mean the Board of Com- 
missioners transacting county business.or the Pro- 
bate Court, according to the intent thereof. The 
words " Circuit Court " to mean " District Court." 

The material differences in the Missouri and 
Kansas statutes are upon the following subjects : 
The qualifications of voters and of members of the 
Legislative Assembly ; the official oath of all 
officers, attorneys and voters ; the mode of select- 
ing officers and their qualifications: the slave 
code ; and the qualifications of jurors. 

Upon these subjects the provisions of the Mis- 
souri Code are such as are usual in many of the 
States. But by the " Kansas Statutes," every 
office in the Territory, executive and judicial, was 
to be appointed by the Legislature or by some 
officer appointed by it. These appointments were 
not merely to meet a temporary exigency, but 
were to hold os er two regular elections and until 
after the general election in October, 1857, at 
which the members of the new Council were to 
be elected. The new Legislature is required to 
meet on the first Monday in January, 1858. Thus 
by the terms of these *' Laws," the people have 
no control whatever over either the Legislature, 
the Executive, or the Judicial departments of the 
Territorial Government until a time before which, 
by tlie natural progress of population, the Terri- 
torial Government will bo superseded by a State 
Goyerniiicnt. 



No session of the Legislature is to be held durinj;; 
1856, but the members of the House are to bo 
elected in October of that year. A candidate, to 
be eligible at this election, must swear to support 
the Fugitive Slave I<aw, and each Judge of Elec- 
tion, and each voter, if challenged, must take tlio 
same oath. The same oath is required of every 
officer elected or appointed in the Territory, and 
of every attorney admitted to practice in the 
courts. 

A portion of the militia is required to muster 
on the day of election. "Every free white male 
citizen of the United States, and every free male 
Indian who is made a citizen by treaty or other- 
wise, and over the age of twenty-one years, and 
who shall be an inhabitant of the Territory and 
of the County and District in which he offers to 
vote, and shall have paid a Territorial tax, shall 
be a qualified elector for all elective offices." Two 
classes of persons were thus excluded who by the 
organic act were allowed to vote, viz.: those who 
would not swear to the oath required, and those 
of foreign birth who had declared on oath their 
intention to become citizens. Any man of pro- 
per age who was in the Territory on the day of 
election, and who had paid one dollar as a tax to 
the sherlfiF, who was required to be at the polls to 
receive it, could vote as an " inhabitant," although 
he had breakfasted in Missouri and intended to 
return there for supper. There can be no doubt 
that this unusual and unconstitutional provision 
was inserted to prevent a full and fair expression 
of the popular will in the election of members of 
the House, or to control it by non-residents. 

All Jurors are required to be selected by the 
Sheriff, and " no person who is conscientiously op- 
posed to the holding of slaves, or who does not 
admit the right to hold slaves in the Territory, 
shall be a Juror in any cause " alTecting the right 
to hold slaves or relating to slave property. 

The Slave Code, and every provision relating to 
slaves, are of a character intolerant and unusual 
even for that class of legislation. The character 
and conduct of the men appointed to hold office in 
the Territory contributed very much to produce 
the events which followed. Thus, Samuel I. Jones 
was appointed Sheriff of the County of Douglas, 
which included within it the 1st ^nd Ild Election 
Districts. He had made himself pecuUarly ob- 
noxious to the settlers by his conduct on the SOtii 
of March in the lid District, and by his burning 
the cabins of Joseph Oakley and Samuel Smith. 

An election for delegates to Congress, to be 
held on the 1st day of October, 1855, was pro- 
vided for with the same rules and regulations as 
were applied to other elections. The Free-State 
men took no part In this election, having made ar- 
rangements for holding an election on the 9th of 
the same month. The citizens of Missouri attended 
at the election of the 1st of October, some pay- 
ing the dollar tax, others not being required to 
pay it. They were present and voted at the vot- 
ing-places of Atchison and Doniphan, in Atchison 
County ; at Green Springs, Johnson County ; at 
Willow Springs, Franklin, and Leconipton, in 
Douglas County ; at Fort Scott, Bourbon County ; 
at Baptiste Paola, Lykina Co., where some Indi- 
ans voted, some whites paying the $1 tax for them; 
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at Leavenworth City, and at Kickapoo City, Lca- 
Tenworth County ; at the latter place under the 
lead of Gen. B. F. Stringfellow and Col. Lewis 
Barnes of Missouri. From two of the election 
precincts at which it waa alleged there was illegal 
voting — viz., Delaware and Wyandotte — your 
Committee failed to obtain the attendance of wit- 
nesses, lour Committee did not deem it neces- 
sary, in regard to this election, to enter into 
details, as it was manifest that from there being 
but one candidate — Gen. Whitfield — he must have 
received a majority of the votes cast. This elec- 
tion, therefore, depends not on the number or 
character of the votes received, but upon the va- 
lidity of the laws under which it was held. Suf- 
ficient testimony was taken to show that the vot- 
ing of citizens of Missouri was practised at this 
election, as at all former elections in the Terri- 
tory. The following table will exhibit the result 
of the testimony as regards the number of legal 
and illegal votes at this election. The county of 
Marshall embraces the same territory as was in- 
cluded in the Xlth district ; and the reasons be- 
fore stated indicate that the great majority of the 
votes then cast were either illegal or fictitious. 
In the counties to which our examination extend- 
ed, there were illegal votes cast, as near as 

the proof will enable us to determine. 
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While these enactments of the Legislative As- 
sembly were being made, a movement was insti- 
tuted to form a State Governmeni and apply for 
admission into the Union as a State. Tbe first 
8tep taken by the people of the Territory, in con- 



sequence of the invasion of March 30, 1855, was 
the circulation for signature of a graphic and 
truthful memorial to Congresa Your Committee 
find that every allegation in this memorial has 
been sustained by tbe testimony. No further step 
was taken, as it was hoped that uome action by 
the General Government would protect them in 
their rights. When the alleged Legislative As- 
sembly proceeded to construct the series of enact- 
ments referred to, the settlers were of opinion that 
submission to them would result in depriving 
them of the right secured to them by the organic 
law. Their political condition was freely dis- 
cussed in the Territory during the Summer of 
1855. Several meetings were held in reference 
to holding a Convention to form a State Govern- 
ment and to apply for admission into the Union as 
a State. Public opinion gradually settled in 
favor of such an application to the Congress to 
meet in December, 1855. The first general meet- 
ing was held in Lawrence oa the 15th of August, 
1855. 

The following preamble and resolutions were 
then passed : 

" Whereas, Tlie People of Kansas have been, since its 
settlement, and now are, without any law-making power; 
therefore be it 

" Jlenolved, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, in 
mass meeting assembled, irrespective of party distinctions, 
influenced by common necessity, and greatly desirous of 
promoting the common good, do hereby call upon and 
request all hona Jide citizens of Kansas Territory, of 
whatever political views or predilections, to consult toge- 
ther in their respective Election Districts, and in mass con- 
vention, or otherwise elect three delegates for such repre- 
sentative to which said Election District is entitled in the 
House of Reprssentatives of the Legislative Assembly, by 
proclamation of Governor Reeder, of date 19th of March, 
1855; said delegates to assemble in Convention at the town 
of Topeka on the 19th day of September, 1856, then and 
there to consider and determine upon all subjects of public 
interest, and particularly upon that having reference to the 
speedy fonnation of a State Constitution, with an intention 
of an immediate application to be admitted as a State into 
the Union of the United States of America." 

Other meetings were held in various parts of 
the Territory, which indorsed the action of the 
Lawrence meeting, and delegates were selected 
in compliance with its recommendations. 

They met at Topeka on the 19 th day of Sep- 
tember, 1855. By their resolutions they provided 
for the appointment of an Executive Committee 
to consist of seven persons, who were required to 
" keep a record of their proceedings, and shall 
have a general superintendence of the affairs of 
the Territory so far as regards the organization 
of the State Government." They were required 
to take steps for an election to be held on the second 
Tuesday of the October following, under regula- 
tions imposed by that Committee, " for members 
of a Convention to form a constitution, adopt a 
Bill of Rights, for the people of Kansas, and take 
all needful measures for organizing a State Gov- 
ernment, preparatory to the admission of Kansas 
into the Union as a State." The rules prescribed 
were such as usually govern elections in most of 
the States of the Union, and in most respects 
were similar to those contained in the proclama- 
tion of Gov. Reeder for the election of March 30, 
1855. 

The Executive Committee, appointed by that 
Convention, accepted their appointment, and eo- 
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tered upon the discharge of their duties by issu- 
ing a proclamation addressed to the legal voters 
of Kansas, requesting them to meet at their seve- 
ral Precincts, at the time and place named in the 
proclamation, then and there to cast their ballots 
for members of a Constitutional Conveution, to 
meet at Topeka on the 4th Tuesday of October 
then next. 

The proclamation designated the places of elec- 
tions, appointed Judges, recited the qualifications 
of voters and the appointment of members of the 
Convention. 

After this proclamation was issued, public 
meetings were heid in every District in the Terri- 
lory, and in nearly every precinct. The State 
inovement was a general topic of discussion 
throughout the Territory, and there was but little 
opposition exhibited to it. Elections were held 
at the time and places designated, and the returns 
were sent to the Executive Committee. 

The result of the election was proclaimed by 
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N. B.— Poll-book at Leavenworth was destroyed. 



The Executive Committee then issued a procla- 
mation reciting the results of the election of the 



the Executive Committee and the members-elect 
were required to meet on the 23d day of October, 
1855, at Topeka. In pursuance of this proclama- 
tion and direction, the Constitutional Conveution 
met at the time and place appointed, and formed 
a State Constitution. A memorial to Congress 
was also prepared, praying for the admission of 
Kansas into the Union under that Constitution 
The Convention also provided that the question 
of the adoption of the Constitution and other 
questions to be submitted to the people, and re- 
quired the Executive Committee to take the ne- 
cessary steps for that purpose. 

Accordingly, an election was held for that pur- 
pose on the 15th day of December, 1855, in com- 
pliance with the proclamation issued by the Exe- 
cutive Committee. The returns of this election 
were made by the Executive Committee, and an 
abstract of them is contained in the following 
table : 



15th of December, and at the 8.ime time provided 
for an election to be held on the 15th day of Jan- 
uary, 1856, for State Officers and members of the 
General Assembly of the State ol Kansas. An 
election was accordingly held in the several elec- 
tion precincts, the returns of which were sent to 
the Executive Committee. An abstract of them 
is contained in the following table : 



ABSTRACT OF TEE ELECTION of Jan. 15, 1856. 
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4 


2S 


4 


28 


4 


2S 


4 


32 


82 




52 


25 


42 


3:J 


55 


23 


54 


24 


55 


17 


78 


77 


Prairie City . . 
PIea!<ant Uill . 


24 


5(1 


26 


45 


27 


87 


27 


'16 


27 


38 


72 


71 


42 


2 


43 


2 


48 


2 


48 


2 


4.S 


2 


45 


44 




1(1 




1 


y 


1(1 




lb 




Ic 




ic 


10 


Palmyra .... 


25 




25 




2^1 




25 




25 




25 


26 


Franklin .... 


8 


.58 


5 


59 




58 


8 


58 


8 


58 


66 


06 


L. Sugar Creek 


88 




85 




82 




84 




34 




U 


34 


Little Osage . . 


19 




1» 




19 




19 




19 




19 


19 




88 


fil 


61 


64 


77 


68 


88 


62 


89 


48 


145 


186 


Tecumseh .... 


1 


34 


1 


84 


1 


84 


1 


84 


8 


24 


35 


85 


Brownsville . . 


8 


28 


8 


23 




23 


8 


23 


29 






26 


Kickapoo .... 


14 


51 


6 


59 


14 


51 


14 


51 


14 


51 


65 


6^ 


Leavenworth . 


94 


7 


94 


7 


94 


7 


94 


7 


94 


7 


KM 


KiO 


Lawrence . . . 


-365 


41 


176 


245 


883 


48 


880 




385 


:i6 


426 


■395 


Neosho 






18 








18 




18 




18 


18 


Slough Creek . 




14 


14 






14 




14 




14 




14 


Wyandotte . . . 


1 


1 


84 




85 




85 




86 


— 


85 


1 



23 



ABSTRACT OF THE ELECTION OF Jan. 15, 1855. 



Pnuoou. 



Washington 

Cociphan 

Oawattamie 

Osage 

iSastou 

Burr Oak 

St Joseph's Bottom. 
Padon's House . . . 

Wolf River 

£ast Douglas . . . . ^ 

Stanton 

Vottawatomie .... 

Titus 

Blanton 

Prairie City 

Pleasant Hill 

Mission 

Palmyra 

franklin 

Little Sugar Creek . 

Little Osage 

Topeka 

Tecumseh 

Brownsville 

Kickapoo 

Leavenworth 

Lawrence . ...... 

Neosho 

Slough Creek 

Wyandotte 



Supreme Judges. 



14 
94 
3S3 
3«} 
14 
8fi 



14 
101 
.879 

18 
4 



14 
94 
371 



29 



57 



29 



Rep. S, 
'ourl. 



29 



8(1 
82 
82 
19 
76 
24 
5(1 
27 
80 
81 
81 
39 
82 
77 
70 
45 
*9 
2.i 
66 
86 
19 
145 
86 



14 
94 

880 



85 



Prinwr. 



65 
101 
427 
10 
14 
86 



1 

82 
82 
19 
70, 
24 
50 
27 
86 
2S 
81 
89 
2S 
54 
25 
43 
10 
25 
S 

83 
19 
96 
1 

IS 
14 
94 
378 
18 

85 
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The result of this election was announced by a 
proclamation by the Executive Committee. 

In accordance with the Constitution thus 
adopted, the members of the State Legislature and 
most of the State ofScers met on the day and at 
the place designated by the State Constitution, 
and took the oath therein prescribed. 

After electing United States Senators, passing 
some preliminary laws, and appointing a Codi- 
fying Committee and preparing a Memorial to 
Congress, the General Assembly adjourned to 
meet on the 4th day of July, 1856. 

The laws passed were all conditional upon the 
admission of Kansas as a State into the Union. 
These proceedings were regular, and in the 
opinion of your Committee the Constitution thus 
adopted fairly expresses the will of the majority 
of the settlers. They now await the action of 
Congress upon their Memorial. 

These elections, whether they were conducted 
in pursuance of law or not, were not illegal. 

Whether the result of them is sanctioned by 
the action of Congress, or they are regarded as 
the mere expression of a popular will, and 
Congress should refuse to grant the prayer of the 
Memorial, that cannot affect their -legality. The 
right of the people to assemble and express their 
political opinion in any form, whether by means 
of an election or a convention, is secured to them 
by the Constitution of the United States. Even 
if the elections are to be regarded as the act of a 
j>arty, whether political or otherwise, they v/ere 



proper, in accordance with examples, both in 
States and Territories. 

The elections, however, were preceded and 
followed by acts of violence on the part of those 
who opposed them, and those persons who ap- 
proved and sustained the invasion from Missouri 
were peculiarly hostile to these peaceful move- 
ments preliminary to the organization of a State 
Government. Instances of this violence will be 
referred to hereafter. 

To provide for the election of Delegates to 
Congress, and at the same time do it in such a 
manner as to obtain the judgment of the House of 
Representatives upon the validity of the alleged 
Legislative Assembly sitting at Shawnee Mission, 
a Convention was held at Big Springs on the 5th 
and 6th days of September, 1855. This was a 
party Convention, and a party calling itself the 
Free State party waa then organized. It was in 
no way connected with the State movement, 
except that the election of Delegate to Congress 
was fixed by it on the same day as the election of 
members of a Constitutional Convention, instead 
of the day prescribed by the alleged Legislative 
Assembly. Andrew H. Reeder was put in nomi- 
nation as Territorial Delegate to Congress, and 
an election was provided for under the regula- 
tions prescribed for the election of March 30, 
1855, excepting as to the appointment of ofiBcers 
and the persons to whom the returns of the elec- 
tions should be made. The election was held in 
accordance with these regulations, an abstract of 
the returns of which is contained in the following 
table : — 

ABSTRACT OF THE ELECTION OF A. H. REEDER 



Di«t. 


Voting Place. No. Votej. 


out. Voting PlRce. No. Votea. 


I.- 


—Lawrence . . . 


557 


IX. — Pawnee . . . 


T6 




Blanton .... 


77 


X.— Big Blue . . . 


TT 




Palmyra . . . 


16 


Rock Creek . . 


80 


II.- 


-Bloomlngton . . 


116 


XI.— Black Vermilion 


14 




Beuicia .... 


27 


XII.— St. Mary's . . 


19 


III.- 


-Brownsville . . 


24 


Silver Lake . . 


23 




Topeka .... 


131 


XIII.— Pleasant HiU . 


48 




Tecumseh . . . 


31 


Falls Precinct . 


45 




Big Springs . . 


85 


Hickory Point . 


11 




Camp Creek . . 


7 


XIV.— Burr Oak . . 


83 


IV.- 


—Willow Springs . 


54 


Doniphan . . 


42 


V.- 


—Hampden . . . 


83 


Palermo . . . 


32 




Neosho .... 


16 


XV.— Ocena. . . . 


82 




Stanton .... 


44 


Crosby' Store . 


89 




Osawattamie . . 


74 


Jackson Crane's 80 




Poltiiwatoinie. . 


56 


XVI. — Leavenworth . 


505 




Big Sugar Creek . 


28 


Wyandotte . . 


88 




Little Sugar Creek 


41 


Delaware . . 


22 


VI.— Scott Town . . 


27 


Easton . . . 


63 




Columbia . . . 


20 


Ridge Point . . 


48 




Fergna's . . . 


12 


XVII.— Wakerusa . . 


T 


VII.- 


—Council City . . 


62 


Mission . . . 


18 


vm.- 


— Wanbousa . . . 


26 


XVIII.— Iowa Point . . 


40 




A. J. Baker . . 


16 





Total. 



.2816 



The resolutions passed by this convention indi- 
cate the state of feeling which existed in this ter- 
ritory in consequence of the invasion fro ji Mis- 
souri, and the enactments of the alleged legislative 
assembly. The language of some of the resolutions 
is violent, and can only be justified either in con- 
sequence of the attempt to enforce the grossest 
acts of tyranny, or for the purpose of guarding 
against a similar invasion in future. 

In the fall of 1855, there sprang out of the ex 



2i 

isting discords and excitement in the torritory. I i 
Uvo secret Free-Slate societies. They were dcfeii- ; 
sive in their cliaracter, ftnd were designed to form ; 
a protection to their members against unlawful i 
acts of violence and assault. One of the societies : 
were purely of a local character, and was confined , 
to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly after its 
organisation it produced its desired effect, and 
then went out of use and ceased to exist. Both 
societies were cumbersome, and of no utility ex- 
cept to give confidence to the Free State men and 
enable them to know and aid each other in con- 
templated danger. So far as the evidence shows, 
they led to no act of violence in resistance to 
either real or alleged laws. 

On the 2l8t day of November, 1855, F. M. Cole- 
man, a Pro-Slavery man, and Charles W. Dow, a 
Free-State man, had a dispute about the division 
line between their respective claims. Several 
hours afterward, as Dow^ was passing from a 
bleMsksmilh's shop toward his claim, and by the ca- 
bin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a double- 
barreled gun loaded with slug.s. Do'.v was un- 
armed. He fell across the road and died imme- 
diately. This was about 1 o'clock p. m. His dead 
body was allowed to lie where it fell until after 
sundown, when it was conveyed by Jacob Branson 
to his house, at which Dow boarded. The testi- 
mony in regard to this homicide is voluminous, 
and shows clearly that it was a deliberate murder 
by Coleman, and that Harrison Buckley and a Mr. 
Hargoua were accessories to it. The excitement 
caused by it was very great among all classes of 
the settlers. On the '26th, a large meeting of citi- 
zens was held at the place where the murder was 
committed, and resolutions passed that Coleman 
should be brought to justice. lu the mean time 
Coleman had gone to Missouri, and then to Gov. 
Shannon at Shawnee Mission in Johnson County. 
jBe was there taken into custody by S, I. Jones, 
then acting as Sheriff. No warrant waa issued or 
examination had. On the day of the meeting at 
Hickory Point, Harrison Bradley procured a 
peace warrant agi-inst Jacob Branson, which was 
placed in the hands of Jones. That same evening, 
after Branson bad gone to bed, Jones came to his 
cabin with a party of about 25 persons, among 
whom were Hargous and Buckley — burst open the 
door and saw Branson in bed. He then drew his 
pistol, cocked it, and presented it to Branson's 
breast, and said, "You are my prisoner, and if 
you move I will blow you through." The others 
cocked their guns and gathered round him and 
took him prisoner. They all mounted and went 
to Buckley's house. After a time they went on a 
circuitous route towards Blanton's Bridge, stop- 
ping to "drink " on the ray. As they approached 
the bridge there were 13 in the party, several 
having stopppd. Jones rode up to the prisoner, 
and, among other things, told him that he had 
" heard there were 100 men at your house to- 
day," and " that he regretted they were not there, 
and that they were cheated out of their sport." 
In the meantime, the alarm had been given in the 
neighborhood of Branson's arrest, and several of 
the settlers, among whom were some who had at- 
tended the meeting at Hickory Point that day, 
gathered together. They were greatly excited ; 
the alleged injustice "of such an arrest of a quiet 



settler under a peace warrant by " Sheriff Jones," 
aided by two men believed to be accessory to a 
murder, and who were allowed to be at large, ex- 
asperated them, and they proceedt d as rapidly as 
possible by a nearer route than that taken by 
Jones, and stopped near the house of J. S. Abbott, 
one of them. They were on foot as Jones's party 
approached on a canter. The rescuers suddenly 
formed across the road in front of Jones and his 
party. Jones halted, and asked, "What's up?" 
The reply was, "That's what we want to know! 
What's up ?" Branson said, " They have got me 
a prisoner." Some one in the rescuing party told 
him to come over to their side. — He did so, and 
dismounted, and the mule he rode was driven 
over to Jones's party; Jones then left. Of the 
persons engaged in this rescue three were from 
Lawrence, and had attended the meeting. Your 
committee have deemed it proper to detail the 
particular-s of this rescue, as it was made the 
groundwork of what is known as the Wakerusa 
war. Oo the same night of the rescue the cabins 
of Coleman and Buckley were burned, but by 
whom is left in doubt by the testimony. 

On the morning of the rescue of Branson, Jones 
was at the village of Franklin near Lawrence. 
The rescue was spoken of in the presence of 
Jones, and more conversation passed between two 
other!! in his presence, as to whether it was most 
proper to send for assistance to Colonel Boone in 
Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. Jones wrote a diB- 
patch and handed it to a messenger. As soon as 
he started, Jones said : " That man is taking my 
dispatch to Missouri, and by God I vvill have re- 
venge before I see Missouri." A person present, 
who was examined as a witness, complained pub- 
licly that the dispatch was noL sent to the Gover- 
nor; and within half an hour one was sent to the 
Governor by Jones, through Hargous. Within a 
few days, large numbers of men from the State 
of Missouri gathered and encamped on the Wak- 
erusa. They brought with them all the equip- 
ments of war. To obtain them, a party of men 
uuder the direction of Judge T. V. Thompson 
broke into the United States Arsenal and Armory 
at Liberty, Missouri, and after a forcible deten- 
tion of Captain Leonard (then in charge), they 
took the cannon, muskets, rifles, powder, harness, 
and indeed all the materials and munitions of 
war they desired, some of which have never been 
returned or accounted for. 

The chief hostility of this military foray was 
against the town of Lawrence, and this was espe- 
cially the case with the officers of the law. 

Your Committee can see in the testimony no 
reason, excuse, or palliation for this feeling. 
Up to this time no warrant or proclamation of 
any kind had been in the hands of any officer 
ae;ain.H any citizen of Lawrence. No arrest had 
been attempted and no writ resisted in that town. 
The rescue of Branson sprang out of a murder 
committed thirteen miles from Lawrence, in a de- 
tached settlement, and neither the town ner its 
citizens extended any protection to Branson's 
rescuers. On the contrary, two or three days 
after the rescue. S. N. Wood, who claimed pub- 
licly to be one of the rescuing party, wished to be 
'>rre8ted for the purpose of testing the Territorial 
laws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and ehook 
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tiauds with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
He conld have been arrested without any diffi- 
culty, and it was his design, when he went to Mr. 
Jones, to be arrested, but no attempt was made to 
do so. 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility 
Is the known desire of the citizens of Lawrence 
to make Kansas a Free State, and their repug- 
nance to laws imposed upon them by non-residents. 

your CoiEinittee do not propose to detail the 
incidents connected with this foray. Fortunately 
for the peace of the country, a direct conflict be- 
tween the opposing forces was avoided by an 
amicable arrangement. The losses sustained by 
the settlers in property taken and time and mo- 
ney expended in their own defence, added much 
to the trials iscident to a new settlement. Many 
persons were unlawfully taken and detained — in 
some cases under circumstancea of gross cruelty. 
This was especially so on the arrest and treatment 
of Dr. G. A. Cutler and G. F. Warren. They were 
talen, without cause or warrant, sixty miles from 
Lawrance, and wheo Dr. Cutler was quite sick. 
They were compelled to go to the camp at Law- 
r)Qce, wore put into the custody of "Sheriff 
Jones," who had no process to arrest them — they 
ffere taken into a small room kept as a liquor 
shop, which was open and very cold. That night 
Jones came in with others, and went to " play- 
i,ig poker at 25 cents ante." The prisoners 
were obliged to sit up all night, as there was no 
room to lie down, when the men were playing. 
Joi^es insulted them frequently, and told one of 
them he must either " tell or swing." The guard 
then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and 
Jones desisted. G. P. Warren thus describes 
their subsequent conduct : 

They then carried us down to their camp : 
Kelly of The. Squatter Sovereign, who lives in 
Atcheson, came round and said he thirsted for 
blood, and said he should like to hang us on the 
first tree. Cutler was very weak, and that excited 
iiim so that he became delirious. They sent for 
three Doctors, who came. Dr. Striugfellow was 
one of them. They remained there with Cutler 
until after midnight, and then took him up to the 
office as it waa cold in camp. 

During the foray, either George W.Clark, or 
Mr. Burns, murdered Thomas Barber, while the 
latter was on the highway on his road from 
Lawrence to his claim. Both fired at him and it 
is impossible from the proof to tell whose shot 
was fatal. The details of this homicide are 
stated by eyewitnesses. 

Agaong the many acts of lawless violence which 
it haa been the duty of your Committee to inves- 
tigate, this invasion of Lawrence is the most de- 
fencelcHS. A comparison of the facts proven, v/ith 
the ofBcial statements of the officers of the 
Government, will show how groundless were 
the pretexts which gave rise to it. A com- 
munity in which no crime had been committed by 
any of its members, against none of whom had a 
warrant been issued or a complaint made, who 
had resisted no process in the hands of a real or 
pretended oflScer, was threatened with destruction 
in the name of " law and order," and that too, by 
men who marched from a neighboring State with 
Arms obtained by force, and who, in crcry stago 



of their progress, violated many laws, and among 
others the Constitution pi the Unifed Sjates. 

The chief guil) of-.it.musi rest' on Samuel J. 
Jones. His oharactef is illustrated by his lan- 
guage at Lecompton, where peace was made : 
" The said Maj. Clark and Burns both claimed the 
credit of killing that d — d Abolitionist, end he 
didn't know which ought to have it. If Sbanaoa 
hadn't been a d — d old fool, that peace would 
never have been declared. He would have wiped 
Lawrence out. He had men and means enough 
to do it." 

Shortly after the retreat of the forces from before 
Lawrance, the election upon the adoption of the 
State Constitution was held at Leavenworth City, 
on the 15th of December, 1855. While it waa pro- 
ceeding quietly, about noon, Charles Dunn, with 
a party of others, smashed in the windows of the 
building in which the election was being held, 
and then jumped into the room where the judges 
of election were sitting, and drove thorn off. One 
or the clerks of election snatched up the ballot- 
box and followed the judges, throwing the box 
behind the counter of an adjoining room through 
which he passed on his way out. As he got to 
the street door, Dunn caught him by the throat 
and pushed him up against the ontside of the 
building, and demanded the ballot-box. 

Then Dunn and another person struck him in 
the face and be fell into the mud, the crowd 
rushed on him and kicked him on the bead and 
in his sides. In this manner the election was bro- 
ken up, Dunn and his party obtaining the ballot- 
box and carrying it off. 

To avoid a similar outrage at the election for 
State officers, &c., to be held on the 15 th of Janu- 
ary, 1856, the election of Leavenworth District, 
was appointed to be held at Easton, and the time 
postponed until the 17th day of January, 1856. 
On the way to the election, persons were stopped 
by a party of men at a grocery, and their guns 
taken from them. During the afternoon, parties 
came up to the place of election and threatened to 
destroy the ballot-box, and were guilty of other 
indolent and abusive conduct. After the polls 
were closed, many of the settlers being apprehen- 
sive of an attack, were armed in the house where 
the election had been held until the next morning. 
Late that night Stephen Sparks, with his son and 
nephew, started for home, his route running by 
the store of a Mr. Dawson, where a large party 
of armed men had collected. As he approached, 
these men demanded that he should surrender, 
and gathered about him to enforce the demand. 
Information was carried by a man in the company 
of Mr. Sparks to the house where the election had 
been held. R. P. Brown and a company of men 
immediately went down to relieve Mr. Sparks, 
and did relieve him when ho was ia imminent 
danger. Mr. Sparks then started back with Mr. 
Brown and his party, and while on their way 
were fired upon by the other party. They returned 
the fire and an irregular fight then ensued, iu 
which a man by the name of Cook, of the Pro- 
Slavery party, received a mortal wound, and two 
of the Free-State party were slightly wounded. 

Mr. Brown, with tseven others who had accom- 
panied him from Leavenworth, started on their 
return home. When they had proceeded a psirt 
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of the way, thoy ^.^ere stoppfid and tnbea prisoners 
by a party of men called the Kickapoo Rangers, 
under tlio cotntoand* of Oapt. John W. Martin. 
They were disavmed and talf^ti back- to Easton, 
and put in Dawson's store. • Bpowa>wa3 separated 
from the rest of hia party, and taken into the 
office of E. S. Trotter. By this time several of 
M&.rtia'8 party and some of the citizens of the 
place had become intoxicated, and expresed a de- 
termination to kill Brown. Capt. Martin was 
desirous to and did all was in his power to save 
him. Several hours were spent in discovering 
what should be done with Brown and hia party. 
In the mfjantime, without the knowledge of his 
party. Capt. Martin liberated all of Brown's 
party but himself, and aided them in their escape. 
The crowd repeatedly tried to get in the room 
where Brown was, and at one time succeeded, but 
were put out by Martin and others. Martin find- 
ing that further effort on his part to save Brown 
was useless, left and went home. The crowd 
then got possession of Brown and finally butch- 
ered him in cold blood. The wound of which he 
died was inflicted with a hatchet by a man of the 
name of Gibson. After he had been mortaliy 
wounded, Brown was sent home with Charles 
Dunn, and died that night. No attempt was made 
to arrest or punish the murderers of Brown. 
Many of them were well-known citizens, and 
some of them were ofiScers of the law. On the next 
Grand Jury which sat in Leavenworth County, 
the Sheriff summoned several of the persons impli- 
cated in this murder. One of them was M. P. 
Rively, at that time Treasurer of the County. He 
has been examined as a witness before us. The 
reason he gives why no indictments were found 
is, " They killed one of the Pro-Slavery men, and 
the Pro-Slavery men killed one of the others, and 
I thought it was about mutual." The same 
Grand Jury, however, found bills of indictment 
against those who acted as Judges of the Free 
State election. Rively says, " I know our utmost 
endeavors were made to find out who acted aa 
Judges and Clerks on the 17 th of January last, 
and at all the bogus elections held by the Aboli- 
tionists here. We were very anxious to find 
them out, as we thought them acting illegally." 

Your Committee, in their exauiinations have 
found that in no case of crime or homicide, 
mentioned in the report or in the testimony has 
any indictment been found against the guilty 
party, except in the homicide of Clark by McCrea, 
ilcCrea being a Free State man. 

Your Committee did not deem it within their 
power or duty to take testimony as to events 
which have transpired since the date of their 
appointment ; but as some of the events tended 
seriously to embarraHS, hinder and delay their 
investigations, they deem it proper here to refer 
to them. On their arrival in the Territory the 
people were arrayed in two ho?tile parties. The 
hostility of them was continually increased dur- 
ing our stay in the Territory by the arrival of 
armed bodies of men who, from their equipments, 
came not to follow the peaceful pursuits '>f life, 
but armed and organized into companies appa- 
rently for war — by the unlawful detention of 
persons and property while passing through the 
State of Missouri, and by frequent forcible seiz- 



ures of persons and property in the Territory 
without legal warrant. Your Committees regret 
that they were compelUd to witness instances of 
these classes of outra;'?e8. While holding their 
session at Westport, Mo., at the request of the 
sitting Delegate, they saw several bodies of 
armed men, confessedly citizens of Missouri, 
march into the Territory on forays against its 
citizens, but under the pretense of enforcing the 
enactments before referred to. The wagons of 
emigrants were stopped in the highways and 
Bearched without claim of legal powers, and in 
come instances all their property taken from 
them. In Leavenworth City, leading citizens 
were arrested at noonday in our presence by un 
armed force, without any claim of authority, 
except that derived from a self-constituted Com- 
mittee of Vigilance, many of whom were Legis- 
lative and Executive ofBcers Some were released 
ou promising to i^avs the Territory, and others 
after being detained for a time were formally 
notified to leave, under the severest penalties. 
The only offense charged against them was their 
political opinions, and no one was thus arrested 
for alleged crime of any grade. There was no 
resistance to these lawless acts by the settlers, 
because, in their opinion, the persons engaged in 
them would be sustained and reinforced by the 
citizens of the populoui^ border counties of AUs- 
souri, from whence they were only separated by 
the river. In one case witnessed by your Com- 
mittee, an application for the writ of habeas 
corpus was prevented by the urgent solicitation 
of Pro-Slavery men, who insisted that it would 
endanger the life of the prisoner to be discharged 
under legal process. 

While we remained in the Territory, repeated 
acts of outrage were committed upon the quiet, 
unoffending citizens, of which we received authen- 
tic intelligence. Men were attacked on the 
highway, robbed, and subsequently imprisoned. 
Men were seized and searched, and their weapons 
of defence taken from them without, compensation. 
Horses wer', frequently taken and aopropriated. 
Oxen were taken' from the yoke while plowing, 
and buicherwd in the preeeiico of their owners. 
One young man was seized in the streets of the 
town of Atchison, and under circumstances of 
gross barbarity was tarred and cottoned, and in 
that condition was sent to hia family. All the 
provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States securing person and property are utterly 
disregarded. The ofiicers of the law, instead of 
protecting the people, were in some instances 
engaged in these outrages, and in no instance did 
we learn that any man was arrested, indicted or 
punished for any of these crimes. While such 
offenses were committed with impunity, the laws 
were used aa a means of indicting men for hold- 
ing elections prelirainary to framing a Constitu- 
tion and applying for admission iato the Vnim i.n 
the State of Kansas. Charges of bigh trenson 
were made against prominent citizens upcn 
grounds which seem to your Committee abttud 
and ridiculous, and uuder these charges they are 
now held in custody, and are refused the privilege 
of bail. In neverid cases men were arrested in 
the State of Missouri while passing on their law- 
ful butincsa through that State, and detained 
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until iudictmeats could be found ia the Terri- 
tory. 

These proceedings were followed by an oflfence 
of still greater magnitude : Under color of legal 
process, a company of about 703 armed men, 
the great body of whom your Committer are 
satisfied were not citizens of the Territory, 
marched into the town of Lawrence under Mar- 
shal Donaldson and S.J. Jones, oflScers claiming 
to act under the law, and bombarded and then 
burned to the ground a valuable hotel and one 
private house ; destroyed two printing presses 
and materials ; and then being released by the 
officers, whose posse they claimed to be, proceed- 
ed to sack, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, 
&c.,evcn to the clothing of women and children. 
Some of the letters thus unlawfully taken were 
private ones, written by the contesting Delegate, 
and thejr were offered in evidence. Tour Com- 
mittee did not deem that the persons holding them 
had any right thus to use them, and refused to be 
made the instruments to report private letters 
thus obtained. 

This force was not reedsted, because in v,-a8 col- 
lected and marshaled under the forms of Jaw. 
But this act of barbarity, unexampled in the his- 
tory of our Government, was followed by its 
natural consequences. All the restraints which 
American citizens are accustomed to pay even to 
the appearance of law were thrown off ; one act 
of violence led to another ; homicides became 
frequent. A party under H. C. Pate, composed 
chiefly of citizens of Missouri, were taken prison- 
ers by a party of settlers ; and while your Com- 
mittee were at Westport, a company, chiefly of 
Missourians, accompanied by the acting delegate, 
went to relieve Pate and his party, and a collision 
was prevented by the United States troops. Civil 
war has seemed impending in the Territory. 
Nothing can prevent so great a calamity but the 
presence of a large force of United States troops, 
under the commander who will with prudence 
and discretioa quiet the excited passions of both 
parties, and expel with force the armed bands 
of lawless men, coming from Missouri and els>j- 
where, who with criminal pertinacity infest the 
Territory. 

In some cases, and as to one entire election dis- 
trict, the condition of the country prevented the 
attendance of witnesses, who were either ari'ested 
or detained while obeying our process, or deter- 
red from so doing. The Sergeant-at-Arms who 
Kcrved the procesai s upon them was himsielf ar- 
rested and detained for a short time by an armed 
force, claiming to be a part of the posse of the 
Marshal, but was allowed to proceed upon ap ex- 
amination of his papers, and was furnished with 
a pass signed by " Warren D. Wilkes oi* South 
Carolina." John Upton, another officer of the 
Committee, was subsequently stopped by a lawless 
force on the borders of the Territory, and after 
being detained and treated with great indignity 
was released. He, also, was furnished with a 
pass signed by two citizens of Missouri, and ad- 
dressed to " Pro-Slavery men." By reason of 
these disturbances we were delayed in Westport, 
60 that while in session there our time was but 
partially occupied. 

But the obstruction which created the most seri- 



ous embarrassment to your Committee was the 
attempted arrest of Gov. Reeder, the contesting 
Delegate, upon a writ of attachment issued 
against him by Judge Lecompte to compel his 
attendance as a witness before the Grand Jury 
of Douglas County. William Fane, recently from 
the State of Georgia, and claiming to be the de- 
puty Marshal, came into the room of the Com- 
mittee while Gov. Reeder was examining a wit- 
ness before us, and producing the writ, required 
Gov. Reeder to attend him. Subsequent events 
have only strengthened the conviction of your 
Committee that this was a wanton and unlawful 
interference by the Judge who issued the writ, 
tending greatly to obstruct a full and fair inves- 
tigation. Gov. Reeder and Gen. Whitfield alone 
were fully posseened of that local information 
which would enable us to elicit the whole truth, 
and it was obvious to every one that any event 
which would separate either of them from the 
Committee would necessarily binder, delay, and 
embarrass il Gov. Reeder claimed that under 
the circumstances in which he was placed he was 
privileged from arrest except for treason, felony, 
or breach of the peace. As this was a question 
of privilege, proper for the Courts or for the pri- 
vileged person alone to determine on his peril, 
we declined to give him any protection or take 
any action in the matter. He refused to obey the 
writ, believing it to be a mere pretense to get the 
custody of his person, and fearing, as he alleged, 
that he would be assassinated by lawless bands of 
men then gathering in and near Lecompton. He 
then left the Territory. 

Subsequently H. Miles Moore, an attorney in 
Leavenworth City, but for several years a citizen 
of Weston, Mo., kindly furnished the Committee 
information as to the residence of persons voting 
at the elections, and in some cases examined 
witnesses before us. He was arrested on the 
streets of that town by an armed band of about 
thirty men, headed by W. D. Wilkes, without any 
color of authority, confined, with other citizens, 
under s military guard for 24 hours, and then 
notified to leave the Territory. His testimony 
was regarded as important, and upon his sworn 
statement that it would endanger his person to 
give it openly, the majority of your Committet- 
deemed it proper to examine him ex parte, and 
did so. 

By reason of these occurrences, the contestant 
and the party with and for whom he acted, were 
unrepresented before us during a greater portion 
of the time, and your Committee were required 
to ascertain the truth in the best manner they 
could. 

Your Committee report the following facts and 
conclusions as established by the testimony : 

"First .• That each election in the Territory held 
under the organic or alleged Territorial'law has 
been carried by organized invasions from the 
State of Missouri, by which the people of the 
Territory have been prevented from exercising the 
rights secured to them by the organic law. 

" Second : That the alleged Territorial Legis 
lature was an illegally-constituted body, and had 
no power to pass valid laws, and their enactments 
are, therefore, null and void. 

" Thin! : That these alleged laws have not, as 
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:t general thing, been used to protect persons and 
property and to punish wrong, but for unlawful 
purposes. 

" Fourth : That the election under which the 
sitting Delegate, John W. Whitfield, holds his 
seat, was not held in pursuance of any valid law, 
and that it should be regarded only as the expres- 
sion of the choice of those resident citizens who 
voted for him. 

" Fifth : That the election under which the 
contesting Delegate. Andrew H. Reeder, claims 
his seat, was not held in pursuance of law, and 
that it should be regarded only as the expression 
of the choice of the resident citizens who voted 
for him. 

" Sixth : That Andrew H. Reeder received 
a greater number of votes of resident citizens 
than John W. Whitfield, for Delegate. 

" Seventh : That in the present condition of the 
Territory a fair election cannot be held without- 



a new census, a stringent and well-guarded elec- 
tion law, the selection of impartial Judges, and 
the presence of United States troops at every 
place of election. 

Eighth: That the various elections held by 
the people of the Territory preliminary to the 
formation of the State Government, have been as 
regular as the disturbed condition of the Terri- 
tory would allow ; and that ilvi Constitution 
passed by the Convention, held ;n pursuance of 
said elections, embodies the will of a majority of 
the people. 

As it is not the province of your Committee to 
suggest remedies for the existing troubles in the 
Territory of Kansas, they content themselves with 
the foregoing statement of facta. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. A. Howard, 
John Sukrman. 
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The following are among the Enactments of tl.e Territorial Legislature which the Missouri 
invaders elected for the people of Kansas. We copy from the Territorial laws as officially 
published : 

SLAVES. 

An Act to punish offences against slave property. 



% 1. Penon raising Insarrectlon punishable with death. 
2. Aider punishable \Tith death. 
8. What constitutes felony. 

4. Punishment for decoying away slaves. 

5. Punishment for assisting slaves. 

6. What deemed prand larceny. 

7. What deemed felony. 



S 8. Punishment for concealing slarci. 
9. Punishment for rescuing slaves from oJBcer. 

10, Peniilty on officer who refuses to assist In capturing 

slaves. 

11. Prinlingof Incendiary documents, 
Vi. What deemed a felony. 

IS. Who are qualified as jurors. 



Be it enacted hj the governor and legislative assemlly of the Territory of Kansas^ atfollom : 

Section 1. That every person, bond or free, who shall be convicted of actually raising a 
rebellion or insurrection of slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes, in this Territory, shfdl suffer 
deatli. 

Seo. 2. Every free person who shall aid or .assist in any rebellion or insurrection of slaves, 
free negroes, or inuL-ittoes, f)r shall furnish arms, or do any overt act in furtherance of such 
relu;lliun or insurrection, sliall suffer death. , 

Sec. 3. If any free person sliall, by speaking, writing, or printing, advise, persuade, or 
induce any slaves to rebel, conspire against, or murder any citizen of this Territory, or shall 
bring into, print, write, publish, or circulate, or cause to be brought into, printed, written, 
published, or circulated, or sliall knowingly aid or assist in the bringing into, printing, writ- 
ing, publishing, or circulatitig in this Territory, any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or cir- 
citlur, for the purpose of exciting insurrection, rebellion, revolt, or conspiracy on the part of 
the tl.ives, free negroes, or mulattoes, against the citizens of the Territory or any part of 
them, such j>erson shall be guilty of felony and suffer death. 

Seo. 4. If any person .shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of this Territory, any slave 
belc/iiging to another, witli intent to deprive the owner thereof of the services of such slave, 
or with intent to effect or procure tlie freedom of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty 
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of gi'At'.d iaroeay and, oa conviction tliereof, shall saffer death, or be imprisoned at barfi 
labor for not les3 than ten years. 

Sko. 5. If any person sliall aid or assist in enticing, decoying, or persuading, or carrying 
away or sending out of this Territory any slave belonging to anotlier, with intent to procure 
or effect the freedom of such slave, or with intent to deprive the owner thereof of the ser- 
vices of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall suffer death, or be imprisoned at hard labor for not less tiian ten years. 

Sko. 6. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of any Slate or otlier Terri- 
tory of the United States any slave belonging to another, with intent to procure or effect 
the freedom of such slave, or to deprive the owner tliereof of the services of sucli slave, and 
shall bring such slave into this Territory, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, in 
the same manner as if such slave had been enticed, decoyed, or carried away out of this 
Territory, and in such case the larceny may be charged to have been committed in any 
county of this Territory, into or through wliich such slave sh^ll have been brought by such 
person, and on conviction thereof, the person offending shall suffer death, or be imprisoned 
at hard labor for not less than ten years. 

Sko. 7. If any person shall entice, persuade, or induce any slave to escape from the service 
of his master or owner, in this Territory, or shall aid or assist any slave in escaping from the 
service of his master or owner, or shall aid, assist, harbor, or conceal any slave who may 
have escaped from the service of his master or owner, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and 
punished by imprisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than five years. 

Seo. 8. If any person in this Territory shall aid or assist, harbor or conceal any slave who 
has escaped from the service of his master or owner, in another State or Territory, such per- 
son shall be punished in like manner as if such slave had escaped from the service of his 
master or owner in this Territory. 

Seo. 9. If any person shall resist any officer while attempting to arrest any slave that may 
have escaped from the service of his master or owner, or shall rescue such slave when in the 
custody of any officer or other person, or shall entice, persuade, aid or assist such slave to 
escape from the custody of any officer or other person who may have such slave in custody, 
whether such slave have escaped from the service of his master or owner in this Territory or 
ia any other State or Territory, the person so offending shall be guilty of felony aad punished 
by imprisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than two years. 

Seo. 10. If any marshal, sheriff, or constable, or the deputy of any such officer, shall,, 
when required by any person, refuse to aid or assist in the arrest and capture of any slave 
that may have escaped from the service of his master or owner, whether such slave shall have 
escaped from his master or owner in this Territory, or any State or other Territory, such offi- 
cer shall be fined in a sura of not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Seo. 11. If any person print, write, introduce into, publish or circulate, or cause to be brought 
into, printed, written, published, or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or assist in bringing 
into, printing, publishing, or circulating within this Territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, 
magazine, handbill or circular, containing any statements, argument?, opinions, sentiment, 
doctrine, advice, or innuendo, calculated to produce a disorderly, dangerous, or rebellious dis- 
affection among the slaves in this Territory, or to induce such slaves to escape from the ser- 
vice of their masters, or to resist their authority, he shall be guilty of felony, and be punished 
by imprisonment and hard labor for a term not less than five years. 

Sko. 12. If any free person, by speaking or by writing, assert or maintain that persons 
have not the right to hold slaves in this Terriiory, or shall introduce into this Territory, print, 
publish, write, circulate, or cause to be introduced into this Territory, written, printed, pub- 
lished, or circulated in this Territory, any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, 
containing any denial of the right of persons to hold slaves in this Territory, sucli person 
sliall be deemed guilty of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard labor for a terra of 
not less than two years. 

Seo. 13. No person who is conscientiously opposed to holding slaves, or who does not 
admit the right to hold slaves in this Territory, shall sit as a juror o;i the trial of any prose- 
cation for any violation of any of the sections of this act. 

Tills act to take effect and be in force from and after the fifteenth day of September,. 
A. D,, 1855. 
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ELECTIONS, QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS, &c. 

The following are extracts from laws in regard to elections. Read them. 

SKonoir 6. The county commissioners shall appoint tho judges of election, in each county 
voting precinct, at least ten days before the election at which they are to act; and if, &t 
the hour for the opening of the polls such judges are not present, then the votera assembled 
shall have power to elect others to fill the vacancy or vacancies thus occasioned. Stud 
judges shall, before they enter on the discharge of their duties, take the following oath or 
affirmation, to be administered by one of their own body, by the sheriff, or by any officer 
authorized to administer oaths : I do swear (or aflSrm) that I will impartially discharge the 
duties of judge of the present election according to law and the best of ray ability. 

Sko. 7. The judges of the election shall appoint two clerks, who, before entering upon 
•the discbarge of their duties, shall take an oath or affirmation, to be administered by one of 
the judges, that they will faithfully discharge the duties of clerk according to law and the 
T)ost of their abilities. 

Sec. 9. The judges of; the election shall open the polls at nine o'clock in the morning, 
-and continue them open until six o'clock in the evening: Provided, however, If all the vot^ 
offered to be given cannot be taken before the hour appointed for closing the polls, the judges 
shall, by public proclamation, adjourn such election until the following day, when the polb 
shall again be opened and the election continued as before ; but in no case shall the election 
be continued beyond the second day. 

Sbo. 10. It shall be the duty of the sheriff, in person or by deputy, to attend such ele^ 
tion, and to cry in an audible voice the name of each voter as given in, and to discharge il! 
other duties imposed on him by law, under the direction of the judges. 

Sbo. 11. Every free white n.alo citizen of the United States, and every free male Indian 
who is made a citizen by treaty or otherwise, and over the age of twenty-one years, ^ho 
shall be an inhabitant of this Territory, and of the county or district iu which he offers to 
vote, and shall have paid a territorial tax, shall be a qualified elector for all elective officers; 
and all Indians who are inhabitants of this Territory, and who may have adopted the customs 
of the white man, and who are liable to pay taxes, shall be deemed citizens: Provided, That ' 
no soldier, seaman or mariner, in the regular array or navy of the United States, shall, be 
entitled to vote, by reason of being on service therein : And provided further, That no 
person who shall have been convicted of any violation of any provision of an act of Con- 
gress, entitled ''An act repecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from ih 
service of their masters," approved February 12, 1798 ; or of an act to amend and supple- 
mentary to said act, approved 18th September, 1850; whether such conviction were bj 
criminal proceeding or by civil action for the recovery of any penalty prescribed by either of 
said acta, in any courts of the United States, or of any State or Territory, of any offence 
deemed infamous, shall be entitled to vote at any election, or to hold any office in this 
Territory : And provided further. That if any person offering to vote shall be challenged and 
required to take an oath or affirmation, to be administered by one of the judges of ths 
election, that he will sustain the provisions of the above recited acts of Congress, and of the 
act entitled " An act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas," approved May 30, 
1854, and shall refuse to take such oath or affirmation, the vote of such person shall be 
rejected. 

Seo. 12, Every person possessing the c;ualificatioxi of a voter, as hereinabove prescribed, 
and who shall have resided in this Territory thirty days prior to the election, at which he 
may offer himself as a candidate, shall be ehgible as a delegate to the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, to either branch of the legislative assembly, and to all other offices 
in this Territory, not otherwise especially provided for: Provided, however, That each mem- 
ber of the legislative assembly, and every officer elected or appointed to office under the laws 
of this Territory, shall, in addition to the oath or affirmation specially provided to be takei 
by such officer, take an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States, 
the provisions of an act entitled " An an respecting fugitives from justice and persons escapinj 
from the service of their masters," approved February 12, 1793; and of an act to amend am: 
supplementary to said last mentioned act, approved September 18, 1850; and of an sc! 
entitled "An act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas," approved May 30, 
1854. ^ ,,. 

Seo. 13. It shall be the duty of the sheriff to have his tax-book, at the place^ of holdinj 
elections, and to receive, receipt for, and enter upon his tax-book, all taxes which raaybt 
tendered him on the day of any election. 



BvlBDER RUFFIAN LAWS IN KANSAS. 



31 



'^t:-. . : ri; i r ; each election, the judges of the election, or any two of them, 

.h;,it I : ■ ' . for each candidate, and shall certify the same under their hands, 
itit^^i;;.. oj Li.oii v,^^:..-, u cjpy of which shall be given to each of the candidates who shall 
have received the highest number of votes. One of the poll-books they shall, within five 
days, transmit by some suitable person to tlie secretary of the Territory. The other poll- 
book shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the county commissioners, to be kept open ta 
the inspection of all persons. 

Seo. 15. If snch returns are not received by the secretary of the Territory, after allowing 
a reasonable time for the transmission of the same, he shall send a messenger to the district 
not returned,with instructions to bring up the same, and the judge and clerk shall imme- 
diately send one of the poll-books by such messenger. 

Sec. 16. As soon after tlie returns are all received as may be, the secretary of the Terri- 
tory shall, in the presence of the governor, proceed to cast up the votes given for the respec- 
tive candidates, and shall give to the person receiving the highest number of votes for 
delegate to the House of Kepresentatives of the United States a certificate of his election, and 
to the persons having the highest number of votes in their respective districts, certificates of 
their election to the legislative assembly. The governor shall issue commissions to the 
persons respectively receiving the highest number of votes for other ofl5ces. 

8eo. 17. Within two days after the meeting of the legislative assembly, the secretary of 
the Territory shall lay before each house a list of the members elected, according to the 
returns in his office. 

Seo. 18. Should any two or more persons receive an equal number of votes at any elec- 
tion, and a higiier number than any other persons, the governor shall immediately issue his 
proclamation ordering an election to be held for the election of a person to the office so made 
vacant, and fixing the day of such election. Such election shall be held and returns thereof 
made as hereinbefore provided. 

Seo. 19. Whenever any person shall offer to vote, he shall be presumed to be entitled ta 
vote. 

If a vote be rejected, the name of the voter shall be entered on the poll-books as a rejected 
voter, together with the names of the person for whom such person desired to vote. 

Sko. 20. Whenever any person offers to vote, his vote may be challenged by one of the 
judges or by any voter, and the judges of the election may examine him touching his right ta 
vote; and if so examined, no evidence to contradict shall be received. Or the judges may, 
in the first instance, receive other evidence; in which event, the applicant may if he desire 
it, demand to be sworn, but his testimony shall not then be conclusive. 

■Seo. 21. All judges, clerks and voters shall be free from arrest, except for felony or 
breach of the peace, in going to, attending on, and returning from elections; and the persons 
taking the returns shall be free from like arrest in going to and returning from the office of 
the secretary of the Territory. 

Seo. 22. The judges of election shall preserve good order, and may punish any disorderly- 
person for contempt, summarily, by fine, not exceeding twenty dollars, at their discretion, 
and commit the offender to jail until the fine be paid. 

Seo. 23. If any person appointed to take the returns of any election to the secretary of 
the Territory, wilfully fail to take the same in due time, he shall be fined in the sum of one 
hundred dollars, to be recovered by action of debt in the name of the Territory, or by indict- 
ment; in either case the fine to go into the county treasury for the use of the county. 



